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acted ot ghie® ow ithad pred ower doidor odd? 


"The Caiifornia’ whose misforvuhe it was to be thrown into 
) spend the past winter, feeling agrieved at the treat. 
“ment théy received at the Mormons, intended, on reaphiing 
letters to thefr'ftiends in the states, informing them 
of thelr'prie vances, aid sd viding"them not to ‘coms te Salt Lake valley 


done, unless compeled by 
This Wits teh vontil they reached Catan 
We diver thie first began 
pw to settle upon the motihtains so that the teams could arces over 
imto cua “related to cach other their personal experience in 
“Salt Dake valley, ind the astotiiding facts which had-~come'to their 
idea Was sugested to their minds that instead of each in- 
‘his own! privale Wetter friends in the states, the 
‘be to embody the facts in the possession of all in » 


cotttaifiing briefireasonings und logical deductions from 
ing the same te their frien 


ds at Tike 
were such as the following, vis 
Sach work Would gives folland complete view of ‘the 
thitigs in’ Salt "Lake could ‘be-communticated tat the 
the Mould be Uys great oye ttn 
‘it would ty 


. 
ee 

>. 
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(2) 

It has been the design to admit none but authentic, reliable facts, such 
as the witnesses were willing to testify to ander oath befare'any court of 
justice, if called upotr to do Nor havewe obtained only small part 
of the facts which could have been, had-we thoughtof doing so before 
we left the valley. ° But had we made the effort whilst there, we proba- 
bly should riot’ have been able to obtain only @ small part of the charac- 
teristic facts which have heretofore transpired in reference to this most 
strange and notorious people.” We tre satisfied there’ are fatty: enough 
of the character which coukd'they be'eollected, 


to fill at least one large volume.: 10.0%} odd 


It is not'the design of the fellowing pages to give s full 'representa- 
tion of either Mormon principles, Mormon policy‘or:Mormon character. 
Only a sketch is intended: ‘Yet we trust it will be wufficient to. enable 
the reader'to form a just 


Salt and eopestelly: there, are 
sensibly affected by the-state of things in the Mornieon community, we 
to make mention oftham! 


have are wit fer i 
the genius-of Mormonism te wake folks better but to make 
The system: is worse than the practice of the 


members 


ings of.personal animosity, retaliation or revenge; but by s sense of duty 

It is not for the sake of persecution that those-pages the 


would be independently of ite inflyance. 
private members of the church, 
vartheir adherence to it.. ated? ode 
| patned.through Salt Lake.valley 
being ithere. only few. days or a few weeks, had 
but little general thing, to..complain.. Frem policy,. the 
Mormons. would Ahem. walh-wishing sigontinuante of dike paton- | 
age in tame to come. . Besides, the ‘number. af: emigrants in. the valley 
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‘Notappear until the winter 
bed us nat gob away-. faw.indi- 


BO WO WO Ved, When. rat al | 

at which we look... incidental- 


» “he facts contained in this work nave peen ruriishea by 
top bh. is what we 
iatements have boon mae the blame Delonps 
| persone should feet disposed todo 


ad? of boi) 


\ 


of these routes. The northern one around the north end of Saltake, 


int tithe; they weoeld be sofapelied to 


of “Mortnor hinds toald net be empfidyed atcany'prive in the 


fall answer the demand. More mency soukd by busi- 
thied in tmigrixts ‘in employing Mormogs met'only 
‘by thh given’ Dut-by 'easier mode'of paying thems,.as the 


| Weber and Bets rivers ow the north- 

of to pay'te the form of tytiting ene tesith-of ail they 


that..by throagh: the, winter, 
‘them might embrsco Mormtoniam, join the:charth and become 
settlers in the valley. -A few individuels, 


from’ principlé ‘het~front: policy, did joim.: the 
number however was quite small. the 


Emigrente was an ample supply for all 


«Will OPPOISURILY $0 860. perusal Of the followin 
tat of two per cont: property, which they would have to.p 
‘-end.of Salt Lake; ot retain he valley 
panies baring obtained, ‘hy et, some information 
ing the fall until | ember. emi 
fall their jour ay, to the, Basil 
thie states thus far, end-amdently desiring the repose of evens temporay: 


thipugh to "Califordis the ‘sane ‘season they started, anid the” 


(8), 
who should remain through the winter, and therefore if they had the 
_they.would not starve. The Mormons ré gtedly 
* in Califortia, that there was 
ions there, be difficult for one to obtain ‘His board’ the 
winter season, for his services, aid’ that the Smigrarite could teach that 
as eatly'ty thé spring ‘ad would be desirable. "Every thing was 
by the leaders ¥ and ptivately” that Could’ well pe-eald, 
both ‘Morm and ‘emigrants from} 
juade to reniain in the valley: 
their long cherished “or going 


conclusign to make Salt” Lake valley their pla through “the 

winter. It was Erievous to them ‘to be dissppointéd in the’ 

they meade when they left the states, and thwarted in’ the 
ment of their favorite plans.” They stil had belief 
would be better'for them‘in'a a pecuniary "point of view to reach ‘Califor: * 
nia fall, become’ acquainted with the 
eould througit the winter, and be ready for the saccessfal proseta 


business in the spring, than to in 
winter, artiye in California Tate’ the folldwing spring” 

thing to learn after their arrival. But all thingev 

they at length coneladed ‘to iti 
time to be the demand of preponderating ‘and while away” 
_. The number of eniigrants who thus’ ‘spent the winterih Sale 


ley in of such is” NOt previsely to” as, hut 
to have At least, eight or and 
hayerbeen one thousiing. “One hundred inclading wei women ana 
dren.<went: to: Oregon, and four hundred fifty’ (three Hantred and 
fifty-‘men and on Kindred women and Calffornix” 
the royte’ thé ‘padt “spring.” We 
wont the sbuthern routs tthe part 
get away for thé wat of means.” 
the point of staying for the Winter 


‘ * 


(9) 
prosecstion vf such Kinds, of ‘wore at hand: Séthe 


employ whordver they 
in the harvest cutting bay. ‘in 
ter and je work, some im blacksmithing, ‘some ip 
tagloring, some in drawing Srewoed from the cafion# (in 
monly ,epelt, kanyens) of the tains to the somb,in burning 
charcoal, gome.in ditching fo Sap mpking’ sbingles, 
some in cutting and drawing to, te some fn’ teaching, 
some, in the medical profession,. he, ‘Uc,’ Some persons redotted to man 
ua} jabor. who had not been ‘accustomed to it beosuse 
there was nothinig ¢lee.to which, they could turn their hands, 
Thus distributed in the different avocations and emiplo which 
were at hand, they, industr triously busied themselves during the ‘fall 
moaths.,.. There, was a general a.general expectation among the’ emigrants thist 


only pay current, expenses s by. theit Inbor Whilst 


be able iderably hotter’ their 


at, they would be able’ 'td Iéave 
ainodnt of property than thoy ‘Brought inte 
‘This boypever, wae not the here WAS very, general: 
tothe results of their wintet's employ. 
well off in the: spring 
the. ayails of their winter's, labor." 
i nat make apy thing, but left the 

2 fal 


ad 


Dad ‘and ta, 


Mormoga... It x 0 m to calleact 
th ; ar, Reactions toyw- 
anize Lor taming office id relation at 
rach | 


y pat y of thee sere. were. opea- 
of the bed gold the Mormane property fox which thoy ere, to 
oeive ther. pey.in the Wii Spring. thee yous 
head ind ne alarmed st,the 
eal amounts, of money whieh people, hed feyely paid. to the mer 
| gh the: he inhabi at Were 
nd. . Woo UIC firs 
to either pay for goods already pure! 
was made by the Mormon le lers to prevent the people from purchas- 


plete thei location, 
oti, “desining th? 
weiidm, the plan wad devised of 
ony” pretext Wal dhsighed tp for 
the “pail thé If the hearly 1000 
emigrants in in cash, ale 


Watters, thé sympathies of 
ad 


posed to injure’ thar ‘th’ befriend 
tis 


thé pay, and. gn it 


"7 
shants from ca ring off what 
away'from theti.’ ay this edict Trox 
tit i 
10 had eit Aa 
nad yperty cre Lif, oF rored for 
ah hard. 


in 4 


when itehad:Jarge, 

business, 
Bien. the “past 


on their, fayorite 
in ‘Conn 


of jtistice,, and contrary to all the evden "Some 
bf the candid nd apright among ‘theta acknowledge 

icy ad vine, emigrants to avoid. Tay, suits 
that account. There was a general impression, Be" emigrants 
‘hat there Was hd tanner of use in 
pat a courte'for the redoyery of debts. “Ir ‘ovety "those 


‘who redorfed to the law td gotfeet duce failed to! 
thing, bet hiad either part or the whole the cost "pay also 
ope of the strangest of the: ‘moet Stange’ thip that however thie 

| hothier in, Favor of the'one or the the parties, 


40 d Pane OF elie 
Win grant ts sued, and 

ithe’ sues Mormon 
his-fayor be irresistible, stil! be will, ih 
pecially where them to‘pay, Sdye'an 
omigrant, who spent the ‘Salt Tak had some 


there bare, become somewhat 
from whieh have 


either im proportion, or 


ts to'bring” away, from, Salt’ Late’ valley, 
d very. 9 1) ha { ter da int y in 


(#4) 


ofigee; shat they: were. counseled hegd, quarters not only to 

a-their country, his, money and an every way in 

eonld be stone, from to highway robery and mur- 
These ‘are startling allegstions,. the -emigranta have become 

any of their truth most indubitable esidence 
them in the progess of .theit, own jbitter, experience. .They 

disinclined, fo believe ayil of the. than demonstra- 
tive.evidenoe multiplying thick, and fast around theut irresistibly foroed 
conviction upon their ays NOt readily believe the eyi- 
theis own ,2yes. dia pace with the-evi- 
dence, bublipgerdd in the.xeqr. cage with those 
had, but littio previous with Mormonism. They 


intevents: Thia will.be better iHastrated by the 


“ipsertion of duthentic fate, than by aay mere ours 
_ Patrick Kyler,‘a-young wan, and,Californis emigrant, whe came into 
Gat) Lalge-xndley, leah tence, worked fotx, tha the rate of $25.per 
month for who had just commenced the pottery business on 
the eastern. border: of the eity. before-he’ quit work he 
after-he started, 
heighbore came owt ghs Was by the house snd seked 
(Bis wagon’ to mill for He 
ing until if the “eveding, he took the entire 
Wied ie tesur he took 


load home. 


4 
emigrants, } 
> 


Abe 


him what he had been doing and he told him the ciroumstances. — 


After-his ‘tine ‘was out asked’ ‘wages whe 
y him, and accused him of having stolen some of his four 


la Mr. Kyler sued his employer for his wages, 
and 
‘the facts in the case a 


on the t#ial bythe than for whom he took the small grist, 


were, that he took # smail grist for him to 


and the man was adjudged in the Mor 
Hee wae, punithed for his erime by having 
Weaken to satisfy the Mormon authorities 
and pay the costs of suit. He received 

At the time Gelb Lake valley lst 
he had not means enough to Gome away. Some 
« team offered to give him his passage to 

hin owe Way, he hd to dn, 
and therefore was obliged to remain in Salt Lake valley. 
Upon no priseiple of law. or justice could this man be scoused of theft. 
He was ; and cruelly, secused. He wae perfectly 
innocent of all crime and’ yet by means of this false accusation, he wae 
swindled out of his four mionths-wages. Itauch treatment of California 
emigrants is not iniquitous and oppressive, these terms ate wholly with- 
out signification. This is no more nor less than a Mormon tzick to 
swindle an emigrant out of his just dues. Any thing for a pretext will 
of justice, Dut of feeling of humanity. Lets young man labor all 
winter to get niéans'td prostoute his journey to California in the apring 

cruelly suddenly blast ali his hopes by swindling 

him out of all hisméahs, and you will see an illusteation of Mormon 
prineiples and Mormon policy. | 

Dirisig the’ ‘emigrant was living houipin Salt Lake 
city adjacent to another hhouse occupied bys Mormon family. On 
certain a hen was found dead about mid way between the two 
houses. The Métmon Sécused thé emigtant's family of having killed | 
the hen, and prosecuted the emigrant for the recovery of damages. The 
‘hen hed no marks of vicleneg it, and ne proof conld be adduced 
upon thie trial, that any body killed it. 


house His employer asked 
| 
_ 


ageinst-the emigrant, Mr. Samuel Hammond, for $10 damages, and ?- 
The common price of heng:in-the valley at the time was from 2) 
‘to SO cents éath. Why they should render a verdict of ten dollars dani- 
ges for a‘lien worth no moré, than fifty’ cents, is marvelous ; and why 
they alrould render verdict af ‘albagainst man: without evidence, i+ 
equally Sttango.  This'is another mormon trick toewindle an emigran: 
out of Bis property. THe finding of thedead hen furnished a pretext 
for institating-e suit to recoyer any amount of damages the cupidity of « 
mormon might dentand. Had forty or fifty dollars: been demanded, i: 
probably would have been granted. on the snme principle that the ten 
dollars wero. . It seems the verdict had no reference to the valne of th» 
hea. . The verdiet was rendered upon some other principle. The ten 
dollars were twenty times the value of the’hen, and the amount migh: 
just as well have been fifty or one hundred times the hen’s value. Ons 
would suppose that the idea would be suggested to thig mormon’s mind 
ef buying up all:the hens in Salt Lake valley if he could.make nine do}- 
-lgraandttifty cents on each one by such a speculation. He could eve: 
affdrd to send ‘to California for hens to take to Salt Lake, because they 
Californie'for balfithatsum 

Dr. Vaughn of; Migagari eet 
mormon ‘settlements of Utah Torritery by a mormon of the name of 
Hamilton. Thigowas near Mr. Hamilton’s house. Mr. 
‘Hamilton borrowed pistol and prepared it heforehand for the expres 
parpoee of killing Dr. V. The pretences wap thet Dr. Vaoghn 
“wee too familiar withhis wife... . 

‘The of some time afverwardais Sale Lake City 
‘at-the Bowery or. mormon meeting house. On the trial, as it was callec, 
which did not last more shan fifteen minutes; not a single witness wis 
swore. A fow. questiong, were asked to person@mot under oath, an‘! 


whom Hamilton had brought with him for the purpose of telling a talc 


fasorable to his interests., He furnished them with horses to ride to the 
omty, and paid their: im the city. Inhmediately after the'queetions 
had been aad. few remarks had been made by one and another, 
ae , Withoutany organisation’ of a court oreven of. 


ie 
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to” 


¥ 
itted.. The motion unanimously, 
word of “was brought “forward to show due guilty of 


uny crime whatever. after thé aotuittal those present ut- 


tered loud chee, and elf Mr: Hamilton; God Bless you brodlier 


ilton. “Brigham Young’ attended as for Mr. Hainilton? “He 


This transaction shows the ‘stformality of legal proceedings 


| the mormons, that the supremacy of the law is not. alwys maintained 


in Salt Lake Valléy; and ‘that there isa power ‘among them ‘which is 
above and independent of Inw. They can tty a man for his life without: 
even the ‘forms of law, and'without juries, judges, or orgatiized courts. 
Before Mr. Hamilton arrived in Salt Lake City for trial; Brigham Young 
had said that he must’be cleared, and because whatéver he says must be 
done in Salt Lake valley, generally is done, it: was expected he would be 
cleared, though'guilty of murder in the eye of the law of: civilized na- 
tions. The acquittal of Mr. Hamilton was a ‘justification, of the act of 
killmg Dr. Vaughn. ‘The mormon leaders approved. eis aed 
much on account of their zeal for virtue, as from an avaricious 

enrich the treasury of thechurch by the 


after his @tath; and fin appropriation of 


fistation they actually made. 


William Galloway sued Mr. W. dab before | 


Capt. Brown, 0 justice’ 6f the peace in and for the county of Weber, sit- 
usted in Salt Lake! valléy about forty miles north of Salt Lake City — 
These men had had deal with each other. Mr: Goodell was owing Mr. 
Galloway $27 30. “Mr. Galloway had borrowed an auger.of Mr. Goodell 
and had lent three bushels of his wheat to a third person. Mr. Gallo- 
way being in the sity,’ sent for his pay intending to go soon the southern 
route to'Galifornia’ Mr: Goodell immediately sent/him his pay, dedact- 


ing ‘out'the valae of the auger and wheat, estimating them atthe prices 


which were current’atthe time and place when’they were had by 
loway ; well knowing that this wds his only oppértunity'to get his pay, 
and that Galloway was the only nian’on whom he had - 
Mr. went immediately 
shed: Mr. Goodell for “the estimated value of. he angorand wea, 
which he considered the unpuid balance of his demand the trial be- 


tore the justics,'a jury of six persons was called. Capt, Brown,. the ‘act- 


note” 


- 


to Brownsville and 


a 
‘| 
° 
| 
ont 
" vr 
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‘ticé of thé peste from sit With him on ‘th 
Had Beer, given and the lawyers on both sides 
pleas, Mr.” Brown got ‘up, and instead of giving 
to the jury as is usual and as @fastice ought todo, simply petti- 
for stating tothe they reed not leave their seats’ 
to bring in theif verdict, intimating ugblushingly that it shoul be i ing’ 

favor of Gilloway, Dans then, arose arid sustained Mr. Brown, urg-, 

‘ing’ uponithe jury the same things. But tle jury, notwithstanding the; 


efforts ‘retired, and'after ‘brought i in their 


- 


“Galloway then appealed the suit, to of Weber coun- 
ty; before whieh’ it was tried” In this ‘second trial the ‘jury did rot 
agree; four being fn favor of mo cduse of action, and thinking that 
an abatertientof fifty centsshould be'made on each bushel of wheat Icnt, 
it céald be bought that’ mich cheaper at’ tho tinie of trial than” 
“when the wad taken from Gooiell.!” This woald Have given 
\ Galloway $1 throwrl the'edst upon Goodell." A'riew trial before 
“the grariteds and néw was called which brought 
‘in mo ewase of gotion.*” Mr: ‘Galloway took’ ah ‘appeal'to the 
of Salt Lake City) and after went to” Capt. 
Brown, before whom the case was first tried, and swore outa writ of” 
‘attachment on "Mr. Goodell’ property thé fdr the'next 
“Phe sheriff was sent by Capt.” either “nt Mr. Goodell s 
q propery and bring it to Brownsville, distance of nearly twenty iniles, 
colléet of Mr. Goodell couté'which hod been made in thd three 
in’ “Mr! Goode!? had previously left 
frontier settlements in’ company with other emirrarts and proceeded as 
Willow’ Creek’ for® the double purpose of recriiting His animals 
preparatory ‘to proceeding joutney to and’alsd to get 
away from # community which be intolerable as'that of 
mormons.’ Nostock had eaten off {6 crass and it was better than could 
be found in vicinity of the'sestlements. It however so early 
(about the last of February:or first of Marebr) that the old'stiow covered 


" i. 
. 
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ness. Mr. Goodell, th viewing,it a8 unjust.and.illegal, offered. to 
turn out his six yoke of fine oxen,, his only. ee 
Oregon, but the iff would not accept.of them. withous ‘the mam i 
and their contegts also, thus turning Mr. Goodell’s family 
which eight inches déep, without. either. wagons or tents fo 
‘sholter them from the merciless stertiis whieh, of. Mie yaar 
pe Goodell, ratber than have hie wagdna torn from fast 


of women. and childzan turped outnto the 


nearest settlement, finally consented to.pay halfthe cost: which hed 
been made, and accordingly forked over-fifty five dollars cash, : 
the unjust and illegal demand. hes 
Here wasan ‘effort made to oppress an emigrant,;/Not owing any 
thing, there was nd canse of action against him., ‘He was not legally 
holdea to pay a cent's cost already incured, nor was/he gnder any legit 
or moral obligation to jeopardize or encumber his property to secure any | 
costs which might afterwards be made by Galloway’s appeal.: Jtlégally. 
belonged to him to secure the costs which might result from his own ap* 
peal. .. The issuing of an attachment for Mr. Goodell’s property was ille- 
gal and unjust. There was no claim upon it, and the:demand of $55, 
but mere;extortion... The inexorable demand of the sheriff, if he had haa © 
nuy legal claim upon Mr. Goodell, not being satisfied with twelve oxen. 
worth about $500, to secure the costs to he made inan attempt towellect 
clever dollars, but insisting on taking away bis wagons and thei? con- 
tants,,and turning his family into the snow, shows a:want of sympathy - 
und humanity. It shows hard-heartedness and an extortionsry dispo* 


sition characteristic of the mormonpcople. It showed: wanton dispo- 


sition to annoy, incommode, and ne ediessly distress an innocent and res- 

pectable family of a minister of the [oa | 
eight head of cattle twelve miles. When the officer ‘werit ‘to serve the 
wummens upon Mr. Smith, he was gone away from homie, And received 
no notioe of the trial. Yet the summons was returned aid thé belt 


of. judgment of fifty dollars 


+ 
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‘exparte due, the 
issued to 
two, “of cattle; worth, 
and in the two thousand 
q! What an enormous: sum to secure 
mal in civilized countries 

justice of. petty’ constable: cost in Salt Lake valle 


jeopardiaes. tha} gmount of} property, 


whab attaching so large’a number of Mr. 
ot surely. to secure the debt; for two of the cattle 
than secured the fifty dollars, and would have bern 
degmed ample'any whereielse but in Salt Lake valley. But the motive 
thie the officer iis allowed five cents per day for each head of 
steck he should attach to pay him for-taking care of it, and the greater 
the number, the greater his feces. In this instance ho would be allowe:! 
three dollars and ‘ten'conts per day for taking care of this stock over 


4nd sbove his Other fees. Mr. Smith, although regarding *the procecd- 
ing as illegal, and the demand extortionary and unjust, pevertheless re - 


%. 


California, who: oocasionally ate 


stances 20'to do: , 

This transaction the illegality, informality, injustice ant 
recklessness of legal proceedings in Salt Lake valley. It also shows the 
disposition which mormons there manifest to 
_<migranta and oppress when in their power. 

stonted. from Montrose, last seaéon to trev- 
6] together as far as Salt Lake.” The mormon, not’ haying eufficient 
eatfit of his own, needed: some'astistance. Mr. Baker neighborly and 
kindly lent him forty dollare in money, and yoke of-oxen to nee on thr 
Journey, only requiring him to draw two hundred 
long as he abould have theuse ofhisoxen. 

Mr. Baker bed. several passengers be woh 


4 As they weFe journeying along the road,Mrs. “Gilbert; this ‘wife 


mons out of their state &, few years ago,” Mr: Baker rem 


the organized state-of Deseret, ‘editor 6f the only y apes | 


> 


family of ‘the “they prefered 
plenty. of milk apd Corn meal cod arth | 
‘modations withgut ‘serious inconvenience: “Byt ‘Mr.’ 
them for ¢hese néighborly acts, frequently gave ther 
sugar, Fide ofsidéred to be pf equal value.” ” 


| mormon, would frequently step vo 
numerous along ¢he road last 
guously stamp them down, because*the Missourians h rijor- 
fed With * ¥ 
her for so doing, saying she did not know that thesé ‘weré the sam indi: 
viduals who did it. She however persisted in the practies ping 
upon the graves of all who hailed from Missourix fe told ‘her zy 
he would rather , bring two mahometans than ‘one gdbmon through eS 
Salt Lake, and” that Brigham Young was a whoremaster.’” Fintling’it 
-unpleasaht to travel in company with the mormon family on a¢count of 
having his teelings outraged by Mrs. Gilbert's conduct; he aéked for’ his 
oxen and flour and started ori towards Salt Lake,’ arriving several days 
' before the mormon'family, and waited their arrival to obtain the Tent 
money which he needed to bear his expenses on the paianes of the Jour 
ney to California. 
After Mr. Gilbert’s arrival, Mr. Baker saw kim and nearly completéd 
arrangements by which he was speedily ‘to receive his pay, bat Mrs. 
Gilbert opposed it, wéaring the breeches instead of her “husband whom 
they better fitted. Despairing of getting his pay, except’ by legal pro- 
ess, he ‘sued Mr. Gilbert hefore Willard Snow and obtained judgment 
forthe debt, Mrs. Gilbert went immediately to judge Hendricks and 
obtained an order for a new trial, filing new papers making a charge for 
pudding and milk eaten by Baker's passengers onthe way, and 
sing Mr. B, of slandering the mormon people. “THe trian!’ lasted three 
days. Dk. Willsird Richards, one of the twelve eoun- 
selor-to thefirst presidency of the mogzrion church, secretary Of state of 


. 


lowing strange language, saying, “what wasIawone day, was apt law 
another day ; that they, (che mormon) bi the 


‘ 
| 
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Baker's ¢ subject foreign to the question at, issuc. 
is said Hyde;-one of thé twelve apostles,.who-bad just ar- 
from the Tome, where he resides and publish- 
Frontier Guatdian; Opposed: the! course taken by the court in im- 
Mr. Baker's character) as-improper and unfase, that he was 
checked. ‘his mormon brethren and requested to desist, 
of div “Having just.come from the United States, a land 
iisgtion and ofJaw, too much imbued with a sense of jus- 
adjudged guilty of slander against the mormons and judgment was ren- 
dered agains hinya little exceeding his claim against Mr. Gilbert so as 
“to him? Mr. Beker was about out of money, had 
to borrow: some'of “his friends and sell some of his team to pay his cx- 


“pétises, and'get through to California: ; 
~ Phus after having waited in Salt Lake valley both before and after 
_ the arrival of the morman whe owed him, and carried his suit through 
all. suseciisivé ¢ourts forthe recovery of the money he had lent in 
| “néighborty Kindness, he was most craelly and unjustly thrown vut of it 
by the mormon sethorities; which it is pretended are governed by the 
Holy Ghost, It seems, then, that the Holy Ghost teaches the mormon, 
to:cheat a man out of his just dues if‘he happens tofall into their power. 
_ Themorthon law, which is one thing to-day and another thing tomor- 
Tow, in more than ning cases out of ten where emigrants have suits wit! 
changes and-veera about like’a weather cock in the wind, 
_ ‘that and oppression ste thrown updn the emigrant, as the ci: 
_. of such suits in the mormon courts Will show t6 any on: 
whd'will take'the .tronble to extmine, Acéording to'thé mormon nv- 
tion, the thing 46-day and another thing tomor- 
“tow; ‘bat‘all: things to favor the latter day saints at‘ the-éxpense of ull 
othetsi "lf Mp. Gilbert end tis wife iad had the Holy Ghost in them, 
De. Rivbatds’ on tended the ‘mararins have; ‘they would promptly an 
ave ‘paid MriBaker his dies, and would linve been ready 
-Yeoiptécate the: favors by: lending Mint «yoke of 
tefittish oat the of his journey’ if héncedé@: 


‘poitive this being ‘thder the pre 


cg 


tastes of the néfarions mormon faction.. Mr. Baker was 


| 
one 


family of the mormon 
plenty.of milk apd Gorn meal gpd therefore could furnish these acdorh- 
‘modations without serious inconvenienee: But Mr. 
sate them for these néighborly acts, frequently gave the 
sugar, rice “opnsidered to be of equal value. | 
As they woe jotrneying along the road, Mrs. Gilbert, the 
‘mormon, would frequently step upnondhe graves of Missourians, whieh 
were numerous along the road last year, and disdai gnd gantempt- « 
quously stamp them down, because*the Missourians h the mior- 
~ mons out of their state a, few years ago” Mr. Baker remonstrafed With * % 
her for so doing, saying she did not know that these were the same ¢ indi- 
viduals who did it. She however persisted in the practic mping 
upon the graves of all who hailed from Missourix “He y told her - Re 
| he would rather , bring two mahometans than one ‘Ormon through to” 
| Salt Lake, and that Brigham Young was a whoremaster. Finding’it 
. unpleasant to travel in company with the mormon family on account of 
. having his teelings outraged by Mrs. Gilbert’s conduct, he asked for his 
oxen and flour and started oni towards Salt Lake, arriving several days 
7 before the mormon family, and waited their arrival to obtain the lent & 
| money which he needed to bear his expenses on the pelanes of the j Jour- 

ney to California. 
‘After Mr. Gilbert's arrival, Mr. Baker saw him and nearly eonipléted 
arrangements by which he was speedily ‘to receive his pay, but Mrs. | 

Gilbert opposed it, wearing the breeches instead of her husband whom 
they better fitted. Despairing of getting his pay, except by legal pro- 
éess, he sued Mr. Gilbert hefore Willard Snow and obtained judgment 
forthe debt. Mrs. Gilbert went immediately to judge Hendricks and 
obtained an order for a new trial, filing new papers making 8 charge for _, 
pudding and milk eaten by Baker’s passengers on the way, and accu- 
sing Mr. B. of slandering the mormon people. The trial lasted three 
days. Dr. Willard Richards, one of the twelve mormon apostles, a coun- 
selor to thefirst presidency of the mormon church, secretary of state of 
_ -the organized state of Deseret, editor of the only paper published in Salt 
“Lake valley; post master in Salt Lake City, &c., was counsel for Mr. 
| Gilbert. 
In'the course of his he uttered the 


- lowing strange language, saying,’ “ what was law one day, was not 
another day ; that they, (the mormons,) were moverset” bythe 


Baker’s character, ¢ subject entirely foreign to the question at jssuc. 
‘Tt is said that Orson Hyde; one of the twelve apostles,.who had just ar- 

Wohas Salt"Lake from the state®f Iowa, where he resides and publish- 
es the Frontier Guardian, opposed the course taken by the court in.im- 
peaching Mr. Baker's character,.as-improper and unjust, that he was 
“several times cheekedby -his mormon brethren and requested to desist, 
and aftexwards wes taken one side and privately rebuked for taking tho 


-y park of an emigrant. Having just come from the United States, a land 
of Gvilizationt and of,law, he-wag too much imbued with a sense of jus- 


tice to-suit the tastes of the nefations mormon faction.’ Mr. Baker was 
adjadged guilty of slander against the mormons and judgment was reu- 
dered agains hinya little exceeding his claim against Mr. Gilbert so as 
‘to throw the cosbiupon him: Mr. Baker was about out of money, had 
to borrow some'of ‘his friends and sell some of his team to Pas <= 
pénses, and'get through to California: 

Thus after having waited in Salt Lake valley both before and after 
the arrival of the morman whe owed him, and carried his suit through 
“two successive ¢ourts for the recovery of the money he had lent in 
neighborly kindness, he was most cruelly and unjustly thrown out of it 
by the mormon authorities, which it is pretended are governed by the 
Holy Ghost, It seems, then, that the Holy Ghost teaches the mormons 
to cheat a man out of his just dues if he happens to fall into their power. 
The mormon law, which is one thing to-day and another thing tomor- 
Tow, in more than nine cases out of ten where emigrants. have suits with 
mormons, changes and veers about like'# weather cock in the wind, s. 
‘that injustice and oppression are thrown upon the emigrant, as the cn- 

_ tire catalogue of such suits in the mormon courts Will show t6 any one 
who will ‘take the trouble to examine, According to 
tion the Holy Ghost dictates one thing to-day and another thing tomor- 
“row, bat all things to favor the latter day saints at the expétise of all 
others: If My. Gilbert and his wife had had the Holy Ghost it them, as 
Dr. Richards ¢ontended the mérmons have, they would promptly and 
cheerfilly have paid Mr.-Baker his dues; and would lave Been teady to 
-reciprécate the favors already receivéd by lending bint a-Yoke of 
to finish out the balance of his journey to-California, if hencedé@ 
poititof this pretence of being divitie 
ticg Of suéh iniquities, is the ypocrisy y 
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tals... This trial, produced quite the mor- 
inons ond the emigrants generally who were knowing to the cir¢umsian- 
ces... Mr. B. had a few warm friends who 
(lisgusted with the mormon authorities. 
A few months ago a party was held in,the old fort in Salt Lake Cisye 

which two men came without tickets, the one,,.Mr: Hatch, mormos,. 
the other, Mr. Kelley, an emigrant. The managers ,otdered them,both. 
leave. Mr. Kelley started, and on reaching the.door said ‘Mr. Hatch 
_ bad no ticket, and besides, he himself had been invited. by one.of the . 
company to attend. Some altercation ensued... But finally Mr. alley 
left, Mr. Stevenson, one of the managers, following him Oubdoormend — 
requesting him to make no disturbance ‘and go away. 
to leave; but Mr. Hatch, who had followed Mr. Stevenson: outdoor) 
reized a club and struck Mr, Kelley, knocking. him down, saying he 
vould take care.of him, end walked towardsthe house. Mr. Kelleyim- 
imogiately jamped up, seizing a club and Mr. down in 
Mr. Kollay and Mr. Hatch each other thd dey. but Mr.. 

Kchkey the earliest in the day. However, Mr. Hatch’s suit was brought 
«a first ond tried, and Mr. Kelley was sentenced to wear the\ball aud» 

vhgin ten years and be confined to hard labor as the penalty of.themoer- 
inom law for an ordinary assault and battery. Afterwards Mr. Kelley's 
~uit was brovghtonm.and tried. Mr, Kolley gave the names of certaim 
pareons to the justice to be subpoined as witnesses, who were not. No- 
witnesses but.mormons were allowed. An attempt was made to proye - 
ihat Mr, Hatch was member of the party, although the lady of: the: 
hoyse where the party was hold had already testified on the firsttriaf » 
that Mr., Hatch wes not invited.. Mr. Kelley wished. to prove’ in this... 

trial the same thing, but was not allowed to.doso., After the witnesses. 
were examined, Mr. K. asked the privilege of making sepagomarkt, bas. 


the sheriff, who was also advocate for Mr. Hateh on this trial, told hie .. | 


sit down... The-result of the trial was an acquittal of Mr. Hateh. .“ 
llere isan instance of: two men guilty of the same offece, tried by the. 


same authorities, the one sentenced to ten years hard labor, wearing the 


wall and chain at the same time, and the other whose ¢rime waa the.» 
orm as baying been the aggressor, acquitted and set free to mimiat 
This ie mormon justice with rengeapos. 


a 


j 
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mgrtow. Thiedhowsithat it nin 
to. show favor.to theirbrethren When at ldw with the gentiles, as they 


egllvall others but-themselves. The penalty in this case was entirely . 


_ disproportionate to the crime. In civilized countries so great a punish- 
ment is not inflicted for so small, an offence. Bosides, great partiality 
was shown in' punishing so severely the one, and teh 
twomen guilty of the same offence. 
aad the other toa cast iron ball weighing several pounds, and thus set 
to sufferthe penalty‘of mormon law, and give ten years of ser- 
‘short life to subserve the interests of the mormon church. 


‘But Mr. K. was not @ very profitable laborer. He would work no longer 


‘than he. was watched, and no harder than was compatible with his ease. 
[}-tequired as "much labor to watch’ him and keep him employed as all” 
heperformed for the mormons. Whenever he could get opportunity in 


the temporary:absence.of his overseer, he would seize & sharp axe, lay: ° 
his chain on a log and chop it off; thus freeing himself from the bali’ 


part of the-chain, portion still remaining attached to bt 


ancle. He must then be taken to the blacksmith shop and have his 
vbain mended and the ball fastened on again. Je continued in this Way 
for awhile, working as he was compelled to, and chopping off his chain 
x¢ he had opportanity, being about as profitable to the state of Deseret 


as Stephen Burroughs was to the state of Mapsachusetts when put to 


lsbor contrary to his seritenee. Burroughs either did too little or tev 
much. He eould not pursoe a medium course. He was set to making 
wrought nails in a blacksmith shop. At first he made about five ia a 
day, but made them unnecessarily nice. He was reproved for making 
faw. He then made some five hundred in a day, but they wore se 
rough and craggy, they had as many heads snd horns as the beasta we 
poor. 

Hie then devin the:planef getting rid of she veil rode without work- 
ing them wp. They had oecesion to go new and then to o well for wa- 
ter;\ bet pt this time he made the occasions to visit the well more fre- 
qent than usual, and every time he went, be would carry @ quantity vi — 
nail rods, cut. into short pieces, in the bottom of his pail, and when he 
put it dowa to.draw water, would tern the iron eutiatothe well Hy 


A 
. 
vatineéd thie course until the lower part of the wel} was filled ap with 


| 
up and so few nails made out of it. Atléngth the mystery ‘was solved. 


The iron was foufd. He was sounprofitableand unmanagable that the 


overseers were glad to get rid of him, « So: it was with Mr. Kelley. The 
mormons not make any capitaloatof | om! in = 
governor pardoned him. 


Henry W.*Pardo, a California emigrant, a 


last fall in Salt Lake: City for Mr. Horn. He was receiving hits Pays 
promptly at the rate of $2 50 perdey. He slso did'some work* 
school house near by, for “which Mr. paid hit inlike 
Whilst thus employed, three Who ‘wished to threshing 
machine, solicited him to leave Mr: Horn's employ,and comé: and 
for them, offering the same wages, and as a further indatement, prom 
‘ing to give him constant employ for the winter. With these enco’ 
mente he’ left. Horn’s employ, where he, expected wer 
weeks, and commenced labor for the othermens 
These men. were Mr. Widman, an emigrant, gaid Vancot and 
cer, mormons. Mr. Widman, machinist, nndertook to 
siuehine for the company. Mr. P. was employed as ® journeyman, and 
was not willing to take Mg; Widman’s responsibility for the’pay of his 
‘wages. Messrs. Vancot and Spencer guaranteed the payment,’ He tabbr- 
ed until his wagés amounted to $73 75, and finding that ‘he was fot 
likely to get hie’ pay, quit work. “Mr. Widman ‘was not able to pay, and 
the other two now refused. Mr. V, had promised a little ‘before.that as 
soon ais he could get some wheat ground, which was already at the mill, 
he would pay Mr: Pardo out of the avails of the flour. At length he de- 
nied having made such o promise and utterly refused te pay him... Mr. 
Widman offered to*make ‘oath that he had made such promise; but 
was notallowéd to do so, béing one of the company. 
Mr. Pardo went to Willard Snow to get an attachment for the ma- 
chine to secure’his ‘pay. He would not issue ‘ong but requested Mr. 
Pardo to-go to Mr. Vancot and ‘make another éffort to settle with‘him, 
promising to-isdué ‘one the ‘hext day, provided Mr.: V. would not’settle 
him. “Mr:' Pe went and made’ another effort but adcomplished 
‘nothing. He went-to Mr, Snow’ the next Gay, but-he would nobtisette 
an attachment unless he would pay*him $30 to Secure the: cost: “The 
day before Mr. P. had asked Mrw'S. ifhe was ‘afraid of his cost, 
and ke seidno, ‘but now he would not an 


> 
7 
Fr 
ger 
- 


(a5) 
of $30." changed inte the day before! What'was 
law one day wasinot Taw the next, offered to pay the $30 if he 
would secure the-collection of the debt, but he would not. Evidently 
thefe was a contrived’plan ‘to cheat MrBardo out of his wages and 
throw bill of ‘cost upon him besides. This $30 wis doubtless wanted 
, for that purpose, Mr. Pardo hired his board whils$.deing the work, nt 
of '$5 per wenk, and paid for it out of hig earnings. — 


the only jastice in the dity, ina the only 


“whom Mr. Pardo could apply fox the necessary papery There had 


justices, but their offices had been suspended inorder, as the 
emi 


‘the 


te thoupht; to give the dns better to swindle 
ts in, their legal ‘proceedings, not having byt one justice in * 
to whom the scoulg apply for redress of grievan Mr. Pardo, 
despairing of collgoting-his debt, told him they were all ’ pack of ras- . 
cals, and left withqut ¥eceiving a penny. 

“Why this unwillingness to let Mr. Pardo have a lien’ ‘aside wae 
for bis pay unlesdthére was fraudulent design td chéat him out of 


the 


wpges’. The very fact reluctance’tgrant him an attachment” 


and lsd ‘e 


ting $30 as w prérequisite to the grant of suchattachment, 
jlooked 'v suspicious. Why should justice of the peace refuse'to 
issue such papers as persons want, if they are willing’to run the risk’of 
having the vost to pay If he demeans himself worthy of his office, he’ 
will be impartial and endeavor to’ promote the cause of justice instead of 
acting’ like ‘& one sided and interested partisan as he 
this case. “He evidently wished’ to'show favor to his*brethrem. 
The mormon people are so clanish, their courts’ ratiasget Son 
Prinisiples so destitute Of faw, and‘they ate ‘so irresistably inclined to 
‘cheat, swindle and oppress the emigrants, that ft fs not safe for them to 
put thémsel yes in'their power. They may just as well'losea debt; how- 
ever just, a’ to in ‘mdrmibn courts for ite rédovery. 
Pardo was hot ‘the’ only “who stiffered “by this 
Mr: Jolin Béck, an emigrant, worked’on the machiné-to the mount 
paying for his bodtd Whilst at work at’ the rate ‘of $4 per Week, 
out or revious earnings. ‘Ris labor wad*reckoned at $3 
which dddéd fo Hits 


| 
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*hands employed should lose their wages. If there was any lose it 


worked upon the sidid machine 40 the Ainoant 
was going to California at,$4 per week, but not getting pay: for his 
labor could not pay it as‘he expected to.be able to do, and waé obliged 
the emigrant by delay of tho payment. His board was reckoned at $4 
per ede cee oe added to his wages would. make 

means that he, although » blacks trade, was compeled to g 
babitants-as” best he could, in to get flour to Wustain life, 
journey to California, 
they recéivedyphough te pay their board, it would «jaded 
They were employed in good faith, and ex 


$196, none of which he got: He hired his board ofan twhe 

te give his note for his boatd payable in California, thus incomimoding 

$241. 

the cafions of the mountains and cut mus A poles and sell mag to the et 
By this one operation, these en lost more Ahan 

the machin€ “did not work satisfactorily, but this id , 


Tt 


reason 


Rave fallen upon the proprietors. 
The instances of info illegal, iniquita sib 
in the mormon courts, which we have now ci ly 9 tyth-: 
ing of ‘those of similar chardcter which have occured, 
sufficient to show that their judicial trials are a mere farce, and th 
civil courte @ mockery of justice. There is no design to administer juv- 
tice in suits between mormons and emigrants. : Jt is not mormon 
war is it according to mormon principles to doso. The invariable sa 
rigid policy is to favor the mormon brethren, 
eatich the mormon church. | 
Tho civil courts of any community are an index of the moral } 
plea and mora] character of the people of that community. "They shew 
ikg existence or absence of virtue. They show whether there is gry 


mora] senso, and any just appreciation of personal rights among the 


people. Judging of the mormon people by their courte, we are led te 


encludo that sapreme selfishnoss is their great governing principle ; 
Wist they aro very little influenced by a sense of jastice, or a tegued 
fur the personal rights of their fellow beings. Mormoniem bh 
ural tendency to unfit jts members $5 commingle -on 
amd ageial equality with their neighbors. It is 
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| overbearing and heard-hearted 
Th 


ting in the common feelings of éytopathy | : 
fumapity to. often do not treat them with 
cdurtes or good: manners’ They“sdmejimes manifest an arrogant and 


haughty -carriage: towards The following facts 


positions. 

‘A Mr. ‘George Elkhart. connty, In, came into Salt Lake, 
valley last season, +in company with his brother. He was sick on the. 
road: before reaching the valley, and was unable to proceed any 
a@the t time on his" journey to California. His brother left him inythe oa 
care. of 4 mormon family, with yoke of oxen, good wagon, & 
cy of beddin me 8 good supply of groceries, and fifteen dollars in money, 

Shortly aftér, the mofimon borrowed his money, leaving him penniless. 

‘Mr. Randall boarded with the mormon family nine weeks, the two first 
of which he had somo gre from the family, but none. afterwards. He 
slept all the time in his 6 Own wagon, upon bis own bed... At the expira- ‘ 
tion of tho nine weeks he left his boarding place. Some time Ahern? 
he went to the mormon in order tosettle with bim, pay. him upand 

his property away.., The mormon. was unwilling to, settle, and refused’ to 

60, saying ho. had made up his mind to rétain all the property which 

brought there, including the $15 borrowed money, a4 @ romuar; 

bon tr t the nine weeks board and taking caro of him two weeks of the, 
time. he cruelly and iniquitously stripped of his, property. 
and hig m Ree The mormon had alréady received $150 worth of prop-, 
ve om ging to t the young man, which would amount. $0.$]1634 cagh 
he’ wns thore ; a pretty round bill. of board for Salt, Lake yaliry,. 

where the customary price at the, best houses in tho city wes,only. from, 


Re 
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j ae gach iniquitous extortion, he ¢ his rédress was a resort 
to the civil law. Accop@ingly; in Obedience to the regulations of Salt 
Lake valley, he went to the bishop of ‘the ward, (the only one to whom 
_ he could apply) for a paper to‘authorise the justice to issue a simmons 
and commence a suit. But the bishop wodld not grant any su yo tad 

and he was therefore debarred the épportunity of calling the law to his 
aid. He hadno means of redress left except a resort to thé authority of” 
the heads of ‘the church, the reault of’ whose action in the premises He 
considered doubtful. “Having been foiled in his attempts tapbtain jus- 
tice, he was disheartened and discouraged from making further effort 
obtain‘his dues and secure his rights. It maybe said, however, to thé” 
credit of several individual mormoné, that they*were indignant at such” 
conduct and offered to befriend him. ‘*Yet | further was | dono’ 

ut it. 


~ This transaction ses extortion, hard-heartedness ond dishonééty on 


thre pirtiof the mormon. To treat‘A young man just recovering’ from 


sickness,’ stranger among strangers, far distant from home and friends, 


inthis way, shows that the mormon was destitute of neighborly kind-. 


the feelings of sympathy, humanity, justice and moral honesty. 
In the summer of 1850, a man by the name of Remington, from: Indi ; 
passed through Salt Lake valley on his way to California." ‘He had 
a gon with him who had been sick a part of the way from'the states to * 
Salt Lake, and was still sick. Some of the mormons advised’the young 


~ man to”stop in the valley, saying if he got well he could carn money 


and pay” his expenses, ‘and if he did not they“-would not charge any 
thing, and would bury him decently. Some of the emigrants acquiesced - 
in the proposition of the mormons, thinking it bést for the son to tarry, 
as he was very ‘sitk. Mr.Remington did not approve of the measure, ~ 
and. very reluctantly consented to the arrangement. In consequence of 
his dissatisfaction, he left His son only $6 in money, besides some neces- 
sary articles, and a sufficiency of suitable medicines. The young man 
stayed principally at the solicitation of mormons. © — 

_ The father, and his associates on the journey, left the city and ‘travel- 
ed'on toward California, taking the cut off at the south ‘end of Salt 
Lake. After his departure, the mormons, it is said, gave thé. son gior- 


-phine, (not one of the medicines left by the father,) which was lik@ly to 


prove fatal. The sheriff and two deputies were. immediately despatch- 
ed afte? Mr. to bring him back, anid his ‘fogr hore. 


wa* 
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‘Mr. “Remington was overtwken, some fifty or sixty miles out, and 
brought back by the posse that went. after him. He reached the ity 


the expenses of the son - ‘but-also.the milage of the three persons who 


mors presented to him and which he paid was $138. The $6 which be 
left with his son could not be found, and was not accounted for by the 
@adrmons., made no use of it because he had 
Mr. in being back some fifty or sixty miles with 
team, was greatly-injured, not only by the payment of the money, 
“bat by more than one hundred miles unnecessary travel of his team.— 
The balance of the company were detained in waiting for him to mako 
, thetrip. His horses were so redueed by extra travel, that in keeping up 
fornia. 

This transaction shows the treachery and falsity of the mormon char-_ 


 agter, which in these respects is similar to that possessed by. the piney eS 


* a hey hold out fair inducements and immediately violate their m 
sacred promises. They over-persuaded Mrs Remington to leave his son, 
‘? promising that he should be no expense to him if he staid, and almost 
ag, s00on as he gets out of sight sending a posse of men after him to ac- 
cuse him of leaving a pauper upon their-hands, and bringing him-back 
to pay bill of $138, besides the $6 making him $144 
out of pocket by this event. 
The evidence is very strong that it was, a. atrived plan of the mor- 
_ mons, & mormon trick, to persuade the son ‘to remaim, give him fatal 
niedigine, and send a posse after the father in order to swindle him out 

of his money. If this was not the design before hand, why did the mor- 

fhons, after having oyer-persuaded the son to stay, in so reckless and 
hard-hearted 4 manner compel the father to pay $138? If they had, 
been careful not to make untlecessary expense, like a kind and hushgne 

pedple, why should they seid three men instead of one? These men 

could not liave brought Mr. . kemington back by foree if they I had under- 

| taken, it. There were emigrants enough in the company to beet him. 


one man éduld ‘have brought the ‘news as well as three. Two of the 
Messen Wene entirely: and the expense of their milage 


about an hour beforehis son’s death: * He was compelled to paynot only -. 


went after him, sll charged at enormous rates. The bill which the mor- 
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process. He had to take their word for it. Thay 


> 


Wad unnecessary. The atl 
es as possible for every move they make with their fingers, and insist 
upon their demands whether the emigrants have or hare not the mears 
ef paying. Their demands ato inexorable and, must be met, no matter 
at what sacrifice on the part of the emigrants.’ -» Mr. Remington had not 
money enough to pay the demand, and was obliged to borrow a part of 
it from, his friends who happened to have a little along with them. 

Such: schemy policy to swindle the emigrants as they pass through 
Salt Lake valley, deserves the severest reprobation. Such conduct us 
was exhibited in this transaction, was not only treacherous and false, 
but was cruel, unneighborly, and unworthy of a 
christian people. 

On the 18th of July, 1850, a Dir. H. White, a Califor 
grant from Wisconsin, encamped in Salt Lake City, and turned out all 
his animals except one to erase, MPO the common west of the city, st 
the suggestion of E. T. Benson, one of the twelve mormon apostles. He 
tied up one animal to ride after the rest in the morning, and fed it with 
ay for which he paid Mr. Benson fifty cents. After hitching up his 
am in the morning to start on his journey, he was detained two hours 
in procuring flour and transacting other business preparatory to start- 
on‘his journéy;:his team the mean while remaining near Mr. 

son’s honse, and Mr. Benson frequently passing toandfro. 
AtJéngth Mr. White started on and arriving at the oxtreme limit of 
the city halted about one hour at the bath house, after which he proceed- 
od-again.on his journey. — When three or four milos out from the city, 
he was overtaken by two-men riding up, one of whom Was this same FE. 
Benson, and the other Was the sheriff, as he called himself. They 
immediately dentahded $12, Mr. White asked for what purpose t~ Mr. 
Benson replied, that it was to pay for his horses running on the com- 
mon last night.* They said they had an execution. He asked thém te 
let him, see it, that he might know something about the proceedings an‘ 
go back to the city and contest them. They sajd they hed the paper- 
in their hats, bat would not trouble themselves to show theni, and did 
not show them. Mr. White did not got sight of any paper showitig any 


pay the demand. - He told them he was nearly out of money; Bed only | 


*He asked why the demand was not prosented te him whilit he wae 
in the city, but got no satisfaction. : 


| 
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few, dollars, and could not; it, They said. they did not 
care for that. If he did notimmediately hand over they Wwonld 
‘titke oné of his horses back to the city ; and stepping up, 
of them for that purpose, saying to him, if he did not immediately pay 
the money, they-would charge $2.extra for every minute he delayed'the. 

éy.. The common, west of the city, is free to. all, to emigrants as well, 
as mormons. Thousands turned out their stock there last season; as 
Mr. White did, and nobody thought of charging them any. thing for the 


| ‘use of the public common. The charge was a mere’prétence to extort. 


from Mr. White a portion of his hard earnings. And why did they de- 
lay until he had started out of the city, and was several miles on his: 
journey, before they presented thisdemand? It ‘was because they 
thought ‘they would be more successful in extorting their demand from’ 
him. After having transacted his business in the city, and started out 
with his team and his family on a long journey; he would be more un-. 
willing to be detdined, by any incidental chhse that might arise... He 
would not be so likely to contest an iniquitous and unjust Claim. ‘This: 
is the reason why they waited for Mr. White to. get several miles on’ his. 
way before they presented the claim. They act upon veneer of 
making other people’s necessity their opportunity. a 

te this transaction, the most arrogant, unfeeling,. and overbearing: 


eendauct, was exhibited. It was nothing more nor less;in p 


than a high way robbery. They might just as wellyhave ‘come up 
demanded his money as high way robbers usually do, as to present’such 
a claim as they did, and in the mander they did. Theif claint-waéno 
more just than a robber’s would be. They had the very spirit of rob- 
bers in making theirdemand. They were urgentand. peremptory, alike 
void of sympathy and regardless of justice. Though Mr. White.was on 
ong journey with his family, and needed all the scanty means:he 
éir hard and unfeeling hearts could not be touched with either sympa- 
thy, humanity, or neighborly kindness. If Mr. White-eouldnot! pay 


the money, they would forcibly, take, a. part of his team; even though it 


should prevent Aim from presecuting his journey. The:mormons will 


| 


comp!y, SST 
delays the payment. What overbearing treatment this’ 

Tt is said this demand Was made of Mr. White because he hed ar ary 
with the” mormons in Salt Lake City against mormonism, and had sual 
beén & mormon himeelf. “Then, is a man to be taxed with ten or twelve 
_ dollars for télling what he thinks in relation to mormonism, or any oth. 
ot tem, within the limits of the United States whose constitution allows 
wad guérantees liberty of speech upon all subjects? If Salt Lake is not 
under the jurisdiction of the United States, or if unusual privileges, not 
enjoyed in other states or territories, have been granted | to it, all travel- 
ers throngh that place ought to know it. 

If Mr. White was robbed of his money because he had once advocated 
mormonisim, and having found it unworthy of confidence, had years ago 
abandoned it, then he was punished for following his own convictions of . 
truth and duty. Has it come to this, that even in Salt Lake valley peo 
ple have no right t think for themselves? If the real object of demand-. 
ing the twelve dollars was to punish Mr. White for speaking freely bis 
sentiments, or abandoning the mormon faith, there was duplicity prac- 
tised by Mr. Benson and the sheriff in protending that it was for pastar- 
age upon the public common.” 

‘Th thé summer of 1850, Mr. E, L. Benson, of Salt Lake city, employed _ 
four ethigrants to harvest five acres of wheat, promising them ten bush- 
els of the wheat as a compensation for their labor, requiring of them, 
however, to thresh out their own wheat. The bargain was made seve- 
ral days before the wheat wasripe. In the mean time a Mr. Hopkins, 
a mechanic, and brother to one of the four men above refered to, wee ” 
employed by Mr. Benson in the,line of his trade. When the time ar- 
rived for cutting the wheat, the four men, desirous of spe rn Sry 
they could in the little time they were to remain in the valley, to ob- _ 
means to help thom on their way to California, exerted themeclves 
to Harvest the five acres in a single day, and accompli their task.— 
The next day they threshed out the ten bushels whi they weretohave. _ 
All this was done’in the absence of Mr. Benson. When he came to eee. 
about his grain, he found the work had been done sooner than he | 
pected, yet he saw it was well done, 


ing made's tangible and definite agreement, no 
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stipulated wages which, according te the contract, amounted 
Mr. Bengon ef Seat Hopkins only $2, to pay 
After. some remonstrance against such cvoduct, he forked 
over another dollar, leaving $21 unpaid. He assigned no reason for 
withholding this amount. He eondescended to no parley upon the sub- 
joet, but disdainfally turned away, leaving the man whom he had thus 
swindled out of his wages, to his own reflections and his,own course. , 
, And why did Mr. Benson do this? Firstly, because it is mormou pol- 
icy to cheat and swindle emigrants at the last winding up of business 
with them. When the mormons are through with their services, and 
have no further use for them, they adopt the principlé of cheating and- 
swindling them in every way, ahd to the greatest extent possible, _ See-. 
ondly, because he had power, to resist payment. e mormon courte, 
‘would not enforee the collection of debts due to California emigrants, 
fram the mormon members, and especially from the heads of the churgh. 
Mormon laws were not made to reach such men as the twelve mormon 
apostles. They soar in a region entirely bove law, ag much as the 
clouds do above the surface of the earth. . Benson he bad the 
power to swindle Mr. Hopkins with impunity; that Mr. lopkins 
owing there was no alternative, quietly submitted to this erie 
and bent bis course towards California. 
The following incident illustrates the overbearing disposition, and the . 
baughty and disdainful carriage of Mr, Benson towards California emi- 
grants. Last summer an emigrant was walking alongs path in his gaz 
det which did ‘not in the least disturb or harm any thing, when Mr. 
Benson happened to diseover him, and called out to him authoritatively 
ia commanding tone of voice, “ come back and go the road, the road was. 
made to travel in.” Then turning to another emigrant, (a Mr. 
kins, from McHenry county, Ilinois, and one of the men employed 
Mr. Benson to harvest his five of wheat,) said to 


damned fool ho comes throwgh garden. 
is an instance the mormon apostles lan 
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forhie “emigrants. Instead‘of accosting them in a friendly and polite 
manner,:46 strangers, far from home, he, in a surly, morose, and ‘arro- 
gant manner, belches out. to them as if they were niggers, and were be- 
neath his majesty’s notice.’ Just as if the United States citizens; whom 
he thus disdainfully treats, and haughtily despises, were not et sia as 
he, and entitled to the privileges of social and political equality. 
emigrants feel themselves by no means his inferiors in point of weir 
attainments; or respectability. If the emigrants hereafter should have 
ndé'more formidable antagonist in the science of logic than E. T. Benson, 
of Salt. Lake city; and one of the twelve mormon postles, they would 
linve no very great fear of any future disquisitions. He is a man who, 
it would seem, has been much more liberally endowed by nature with 
brass than with brains. He generally secures the dislike of the emi- 
grants who have any thing to do with him, .and it is said his eratic 
mind and tarbulent disposition, often causes his brethren trouble to keep 
him in his-place; that the other mormon apostles have some cumoulty 
in controling his naturally unlovely temper. 

In the month of September, 1850, three men, Dr. Philips, William. 
Hardin, and Henry 8. Buchanan, started from Salt Lake city to go to 
California by what is called the southern route. They went as far as 
Utah valley, about fifty miles south of Salt Lake city, and encamped for 
o.few days a:imile from Utah fort, occupied by mormon families, whilst. 
waiting for the balance of the company to come up and proceed — 
the journey. 

_ Upon the ninth day-of their cheantpment, ‘wore arrested, thrown 
into prison, and: closely confined, but for what crime they knew not.— 
They weretoldsome property had late)y been stolen in the city, and or- 
ders had’ been issued to stop all emigrants from leaving the country. - 
Mr Bpehanan, as one of the company, offered to show by his memoran- 
book ‘not only: when:he had bought every article of his property, 
bat-also Where hevobtained every cent of his money with which to pur- 4 
chase it. This;however,.was of no avail. Mr. George Grant, the 
resting offeer; replied that:he could not help it. He said the innocent. 
niust.suffer with the wicked. He said the mormons hadibeon treated in. 
the same wny inthe stutes, shaving been abused and driven from place 
they were innévents Whilst they were‘in confinement, 
Philips rote in the: upon the subject, 
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After being  deteined.in, oustody eight , days, they ..were forced hack 
fifty miles to the city, with their heavily loaded, wagons, thus detaining 
them still longer. from. starting on their. journey, wearing down their 
teams, and unfitting them for the lengthy. and laborious tour which they 

‘Qn the following day. after, their arrival in the city, a court.was he 
a which the prisoners were required to be present, but their names wero 
not called either as parties in the trial, or.as witnesses. After the trial 
was over, they were released. from custody, though not paid any, thing 
for false imprisonment, or the, damages they ,had sustained in logs of 
time and extra expenses which they{had incured. , This loss. they mast 
sustain without compensation, this wae they must bear without re- 
dress. 

During their detention, the company ‘to which they belonged, “aa 
with which they expected to travel to California, passed on beyond their 
reach, and in consequence they. were compelled to.remain in Salt 

valley through the winter... The disarrangement of their. plans, f ke 

months to come, materially affecting their depended upon t 
ipse dizit, the nod, of mormon authority. that. illegally, 
_justly, and arbitrarily must be and slavishly 
The property which it had been stolen, 
ai not having been molested by any one. ‘ Mr. MoVickar’s s jewelry 
shop was not broken open until after this time. These men were, 
ed at the instance of Mr. Hatch, a mormon, who, claimed. a. horse, 
belonged to Mr. Love, a California emigrant. On the trial Mr. 
proved that the horse was his, yet the dourt took it-away from him ana 
sold it for $55, to pay the expenses of the’suit.on both sides. [t aa 


belonged to Mr. Hatch to pay the.costs,,but by cotta 


Mr, Love had them to pay. This is taking an emigraat's horse to 
_a& mormon’s debts. This is another instanee illustrating the 
_which California emigrants are.treated in»Salt Lake valley. 
Orlando Freeland, a California emigrant, last winter bought cloth fo 
trimmings at Packard's store in Salt Lake city for a frock over- 
- coat, and @ pair of pants, and took them.to a mormon teilor, only two 

three rods from said stare, to be made up. . 
_inaking the three garments, . Before they. were all made, Mr. F 


paid $13 fowards other $1 to 
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é 
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when he should také the Clothés away. *Two:or three weeks after he 
went for his clothes, but the’tailor had disposed of them, and claimed 
theth as payment'for fhe $10 balance whith was Kisdue. He would do 
nothing about it, and gave Mr. F. no satisfaction. Mr. F. could get no» 
rédress in’ the moFmén coutts, and had to submit to the extortion. The 
tailor liad the eloth and trimmings for the three garments, and the $13 
_ paid towards the making, without rendering to Mr. F. one cent’s remn- 
neration:’ This was not only extortion, but outright robbery. He, 
might just as ‘well have robbed Mr. Freeland upon the pablic Cachiitn 
of the same amount, so far as the principle is concerned. : 

‘This transaction shows the unsafety of Gentiles leaving their proper- 
ty im the hands of mormons. If théy can form any excuse for retaining 
it as their own, they will do so. And sometimes if they can make no. 
excuse, they will keep it. treating the ower with contempt and hang 
ty disdain, giving him no satisfaction for their conduct. | 

A California emigrant, a mill wright, by the name of Treat, REL, 
on E. T. Benson’s saw mill to the amount of nearly $500. He received 
considerably less than $100 of his pay. _ Just before leaving for Califor- 
nia last spring, he went to Mr. Benson for the balance of his pay, . 
amounting to about $400. Mr. B. acknowledged he ought te have hie 
pay, but.said he could not pay him. Mr. B. probably felt some more 
obligation to his mill wrighte, because it was acknowledged on all hands” 
that they had made for him one of the best mills in the yalley, (of which © S 
there were ten.or eleven at the time,) than he would under other cir 
cumstances. Inasmuch as Mr. B. could not pay him at the time, be 
asked him for his note op the balance due. Mr. Benson refused to give” 
it, saying, he did not wish any of his notes afloat ia the community.—- 
When pressed to pay the demand, or give his note, he turned upon his” 
heel, and immediately went off out of the country to one of the souttiern 
mormon settlements; leaving Mr. T. to his own reflections, without + - 
further opportunity to parley withhim. 
Bt. Treat, not being able to get any redress in the mormon ‘ourts, * 
liged to.come away from Salt Lake valley not Only without'His 
want it any legal evidences of Benson's indebtednese to him* ” 
Mr. .T, is now here in California. This is another mormon’ trick a 
swindle California emigrants oat of their dues. Mr, Berson p 
refused to pay, well knowing that Mr. T. 
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fornia without it, unless hesaw fit to pay. Mr. Benson, because. had. 
the power to cheat him out of his earnings, did so. This is the condyet. 
F. T. Benson for the sum of $1000.’ The work “was dotie according to’ 
ement and accepted, but was found that the dam needed ‘to ‘be 
two or three feet higher than was specified in the contract.’ Mr. Ben-: 
sén told them if they would raise the dam thet much higher, he would: 
pay them for the additional labor in‘/proportion to the other. ‘They, 
raised the dam‘ and eompleted: the work. |The raising of the dam 
amounted to about $200, making with the first contract $1200. On thie’ 
amount the company received’ $700.’ No reasin was ‘assigned for the’. 
non-payment of the balance.’ No fault was tonnd with the work. -The» 
debt remains unpaid, and probably always will. Mr. Custer waa’ shot; 
by the Indians just before starting for California. Mr. Freeland, ‘one of 
the firm, is now herein California. «. . "Ne 


‘It would be well for all California emigranth in passing thesugih 
Lake valley, to avoid all business transactions hereafter with Mr, Benson. - 
His present residence in Salt Lake city is ‘a few rods south east of the 
douncil house; on the opposite side of the atrect. A man who is almost . 
as certain to cheat, swindle and rob thé’ California emigrants, and all 
Gentiles who have any business transactions with him, as the sun is to ’ 
rise, should be avoided by all decent and honest folks. Being one of the 
twelve mormon aposties, and beyond the reach of mormon Jaw and mot- 
mon courte, Gentiles have no redrém, ‘hd therefore should not put them! 
selves in his power. | 

whose mother is in the states, came to Salt Lake valley in the summer” 
of 1849, on his way to California. After arriving’in the city, be passed” 
. a five dollar gold piece which proved to be spurious. For this’ 
he was sold into servitude for one year, to be kept at hard labor. 
was nold by the mormon nathoriies for ths benefit of thie forthe” 
eam of fifty dollars paid inte the church fund, and his cléthee 
though the year. He was purébased for these: condidétafions by Mr. * 
Sedtt, & mormon, who lives fite or ‘end “* 


” 
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wAbont the 6nd of the year the young man had some diffeulty with a 
boy, whom he whipped. for this offence he was again sold to- the same 
man for the-paltry:-sum of, only $10 for six months additional serviee:: 


Mr. Seott has kept him’ at-hard labor during the whole time, and has 


not furnished him with either decent or comfortable clothing, as many 
say Who have been in the habit.of seeing him during the time he has 
heen. atMr. Scott's. _He has often been seen in the winter season draw- 
ing wood from the cold and snowy mountains several miles distant, and 
performing other out-door work, without either boots or shoes sufficient- 
ly good to keep his bare feet from the snow. Other parts of his body 
wore often naked. 

On one occasion Mr. Beott threw him dows, fans on hia beaast, 
and holding his broad axe up over him, swore he would cut off his head. 
The young man begged for his life. The family were horror stricken. 
The children began tocry, and one of his wives ran out and pulled him 
off, The young man is in constant fear, and as perfectly enslaved, for 
the time being,.as the negroes of the southern states. He dare not as- 
sert ‘his rights. He has lost all manly independence, and unless his 
friends interfere, he may he sold frem time to time, under one pretext 
a another, and kept in servitude for years to come, and penape ack 
life 

‘This transaction shows extortion, hard heartedness and staan tt 
is extortionary to sell the services of the young man for 18 months for 
the paltry sum of sixty dollars, and the small amount of clothing which’ 
he received, when the services of an ordinary hand in Salt Lake valley 
duting the same period would be worth at least $300. It was extor- 
tionary for the church to sell the vowng man’s services or delay him on 
his journey to California longer than to pay a reasonable penalty for 
passing eounterfeit money, if he did it intentionally, and if imnoeenthy, 
longer than to replace the five dollars. It was hard hearted and cruel 
toreduee’a white man to servitude, work him hard, and:not more than 
half clothe him. | It was hard hearted and cruel to not only enslaye the 

Dah thsi the pads Gals Loke:valloy, made a. 
contract last fall with General Wells, chief agent on the public works.of ; 
the mormon ‘suthorities, to deliver all the lamber he should be able to- 
furnish through the winter, on condition of being paid for the sameqne. 


half in cash, and the other hal¢out of the-tything office. \Whembehad 
delivered jumber to the amount.of-about $150, he reesived hie pay for 
the same according to agreement. After delivering some $200 worth. 
more, he asked for the cash part of the paymont for the. same, and’'was 
told by General Wells that he did-mot intend to pay him any more cash, 
towards lumber, and that hedid'not intend, at the time he:madeé. the 
promise, to pay him any more eash than he had already received. Dr. 
Whitlock did not receive another cent in cash from him. Genoral 
Wells them made a new promise that Dr. W. could have in eee 
his lumber any thing the tything office afforded.* With 

ment he continued to deliver it until it amounted. to about, $1000, vas 
When Dr. W. wished to close up the business in the spring, preparatory, 
toleaving for California, the authorities would not allow him to have w 
single pound of flour from the tything office, and would only pay him in 
potatoes, turnips, and sueh like things as he could not. bring with hime. 
pears and were therefore of no use tohim.,» When he had the’ 
flour due him at the tything office; he was compelled to go elsewhere 
and pay $140 cash for 1400 pounds of flour to, use on his j joumey to Cal.” 
fornia. He never got his pay in fall for his 

This transaction is in keeping With mormon winter in its 

treatment of, California emigrants. It is mormon policy to hold out 
great inducements at first, make fair promises, and then swindle émi- 

grants all they” possibly can, at the last winding up of busineés with 


‘them: The mormon leaders knew that Dr. W. was obliged to have ) 


flour, and if hé could riot get it étherwise; te would either pay oash, or 
‘exchangé Some of his othér propérty for it.’ In this instance; éxtortion 
was practised by @uthority of the charch.’ It’ isthe’ policy of the mor-: 
‘ion church collectively, to swindle ‘and extort from: others’bat them. 
selves asuniuch of their property as they arp ablen 

Tt is’said By persons who have been 


the mormon leaders that their members'should treat the emigrants with — 


hard heartedn@s and severity ; and'that it ie considered a crime agaitist: 
witht them, befriend them; tothe’ 

thin office, ar store-house in in which the tything o he mem- 


the mem- 
‘mormon cliurch Was deposited, Rinds of 
handise. Among 


‘char the valley; hesides some mere 
were several thousand bushels of wheet, and eonsiderablo 
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demands of humanity or justice. Unless the. members suppress their 
sympathy, humanity, and sense of justice ; in fine, all the better impule 
es of their natures, and harden their hearts, stiffen their necks, and em 
belden their feces, they are not prepared to perpetrate the crimes re- 
quired by mormon policy. “ They cannot treat emigrants and the Gen-. 
tele world in the manner required by the leaders, without such harden- 
ing process. 
This principle is in perfect accordance with the conduct of the leaders, 
and many of the members. It explains a large portion of mormon con- 
duct towards California emigrants, especially in the winter season, when 
they have no.opportunity to get away from Salt Lake valley. Such «, 
aystem of hard heartedness, extortion, oppression, and swindling, coun: . 
tenanced and demanded by the authorities of the mormon church, om. 
the part of the members, must necessarily have a deteriorating influ-_ 
ence upon the moral principles and social virtues, of the people. Ite, 
tendency is to foster the worst principles of action among mankind. a 
is Contrary to improvement and civilization. 


The mormons are strongly addicted to stealing. They adherend’ 

in their menibers. It is extensively practised under the direction of » 
thé "heads of the church for the especial ‘benefit of the church. The. 
habit has become so inveterate, by long practice, that many of the mor- » 
inéng are &mazing light fingered. They steal principally from theGen- 
tiles; (as"they-call all other people but themselves, ) but frequently from ~) 

each other. They have been in the habit of stealing, more or less, since -/ 
the first organization of the mormon church in April, 1830; but more 
within the last ten or twelve years than previously. The leaders teach .. 
the doctrine to the mémbers thst it is right, and in aceordance withthe ,. 
will of God, that the mormon church‘should be enriched from the prop-, _ 
crty of the Gentiles; that eventually the overruling Providence of God . 
will put them in possession of » large portion of this property, and will... 
dominion over a large pertof the human,family and of the 
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then, toa few of the good things of thi® life which logally belong 'touth= 
er folks, they are only fulfilling the designs of Providence, ‘and huster 
on the consummation of ‘those events which are. to make them'in~ 

strumental in the salvation of wel 

“The method of acquiring property by theft'is not as laborious as by’ 
honest industry. ‘Besides, when the business can be carried on shocess” 
fally, the gains are ‘often niuch more rapid than by any other mode of 
acquixing wealth. Head work, to those who are averse to laborious toil? 
is*vory congenial.’ If they can get their living by their wits, instead ef 
their muscles, they are sure to do 86, even at the ddcrifice of all’inoraf* 
principle, Theft was practised: by thé mormons in Kirtland, Ohio, 'ia* 
Miesouri, in Illinois, and now in ‘Salt Lake valley. Whether the dispo- 
sition is partly natural and partly acquired, or wholly acquired, it hae 
béen so long continued, and under such sanction from the heads of the’ 
h, £6 become second nature, and have all the force of an 
rent and innate propensity. “1 
Several months after the driven out of 
and had settled in Illinois, they built boats for the purpose of running 
off stolen property from Missouri into-Hlimois. They kept a company in 
Missouri in disguise whose business it was to steal property of all dee 
eriptions, and bring it to.the banks of the Missouri river, for boats to 
take and run into a large slough, dittle above Quincy, Illinois, where 
they kept.it secreted for a short time, until it could be privately.taken | 
away and disposed.of. After awhile, the mormons bought the fermy, 
acroas the Mississippi river between Nauvoo, and Montrose on the Jowa — 
side, and brought the horses which they stole in Migsouri across the | 
south east corner of lowa to Montrose, and took them jn-their own ferry | 
boats across to Nauvoo, eee ’ 
be made for their disposal in remote parts.of the country, — » bee 

Here was an extensive system of theft carried on by weteiaiiesibllita 
mohs; sanctioned by the church.’ They stole from the people.of.a par: 
tictlar state, not because they could steal to better advantage from that 
state than any other, but beceuse they owed it a special grudge, and - 
wished fo infliet wpon it an injury: Stealing being one of their invote.-. 
rate propenitiss, whenever they could have as good pretext for steal. 
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enterprise #0 congenial to their bering them- 
selyesand the church atthe same time. . 
_ About the time they were stealing every thing they could lay their 
hands upon, from the state of Missouri,.and running it off oui.of the 
state, or very.soon after, (having by this time got their hand in a little, 
as the saying is,) they began an extensive system of stealing in Illinois. 
They wouk start from home with their horses and wagons some time in 
the day, according to the different distances they wished to travel out 
into the surrounding country, closely. observing, as they went along, the 
different articles of property in the vicinity of the road which could be 
conveniently stolen and taken off. Thus passing out from Nauyoo in 
different directions through the day with their teams, their minds con- 
stantly on the alert in contriving the best ways and meansof getting 
this, that, and the other article of property which they happened to see 
on their journey, they would start back in time to reach home in the 
course of the night, loading up their wagons as they returned, with 
sych property as had been selected through the day for nae 4p 
Thus, through the live-long night, mormon, teams, heavily loaded with 
stolen goods, would be nearing and entering the city of Nauvoo from 
different points of ‘the compass, and passing through different streets 
ante the interior of this commercial metropolis, somewhat after the mat- 
ner. in which .industrious bees, in the day time, instead of the night, 
come in from all directions, heavily laden with the sweets of the flowers 
of the surrounding country, and enter their respective hives. | ‘s 
, These marauders were in the habit of tuking and carrying off almost 
every species of property which the country afferded,. Grain. would 
often be taken from’ the granaries, some times. frem the stack yards, 
‘whether cleaned.or in the chaff, and some times from the fields when 
- left out over night in bags to be sown the next day. Many a parcel of 
choice seed wheat thus suddenly disappeared, under cover of night, to 
the great annoyance and vexation of the owners. No doubt it. made 
excellent flour for the tables of the saints at Nauyoo. . Farming tools 
were also taken off in thesame way. Some times they remodeled stolen 
urticles to change their<appearance, eo as to prevent the owners from 
identifying them, should they ever get their eyes upon them. ss ih | 
Zhe mormons were go fond.of “honey, it was, with great diffieulty the 
people in the surrounding region could retain their bee hives.in the 


houses over night, egpecially weather approaphed in the fp 


ciréumstances their appetites werd voracious, aiid esonomy ahd frugality” 


when the hives. 
weather. The night was selected: ab beiry better’ adapted to 
rémtoval than thé day. The mormons, though remarkably fond of @ur- 
ing adventure, and extensively versed in its ptacti¢e, nevertheless pre-- 
feted not to encounter the little industrials; except at favorable tines, 
lest‘they should offer some resistance to” a transfer of 
the [llinoians to the mormons. § 

In one instance, two hundred dollars worth of leather was stolen and 
taken of. Not content with stealing such property as they ¢ould carry 


‘off on’ foot, and on'horse back, they “must ficeds take their teams and 


wagons and ransack the surrounding ¢ountry and carry off such proper. 
ty as they could find convenient to their hand, because in wagons they® 
could better conceal large articles ind gather @ larger amount’ “‘They* 
wished to do 'a wholesale business. They despised petty retail.” They 
in ¢very such enterprise extensively: They ha@ no narrow). 
tracted, and circumscribed notions upon such matters. Numérows 

ns’ going out from Nawvoo, as the great cetitre Of operations, trite 

is country in different directions, some farther, arid some to's less dis- 
tafi¢e, and returning home at different Hours'in the night, would) 
Yoad, enrich the mormon city. THe revenwe from. ‘this souree. thotgh 
d riot pass througtr the custoni house office, was considerable?’ Bre” 
siness was lively if Nauvoo both and ‘No it 
But the mornioris werd in the habit anid fit cattle,” 
and @riving tliem to Nauvoo. They were hastily killed to supply the: 
latter day saints with fresh meat, ‘of which they were very ford, espe- 
cially when obtained without money afd’ without price. Under sith” 


were virtues difficult to practice. That or nothin, 
will not naturally be used sparingly” 10a! 
‘The mormons in Nativoo and the were 80 annoying 
in“their thefts to the Ilincians, that mihy 6f fhe inhabitants, 
to retain their property and ‘prevent the fingered ‘mormons front 
cafrying it off, were oblized to watch it’ with dogs and’ by 
their’sides, “They often had to move their horses from their 
their ficlds, on sticvecding nights; Test the thieving mormons, having 
sePved thém In one place, might; on thd hight; if they 
be pul’ theté again, “lay hands tiem 


> ‘ 


tieses when the mormons were taking stolen horsesto Naavoo, if so 
closely prirsued:that the horses wore likely to be found befvre they conld 
be run-off, they would leave them with some ef théir brethren living 
little eut of thecity, and passon. If the owners happened to find them/ 
those who had them in possession weuld pretend they hed purchiised 
ktiow. 

wA man living in Mlinois, hha 
property stolen by mormons, and taking his horse, rode to Nauvoo and 

found. it, butthe:mormons would not give it up. He commenced legal 
process to:recover it, but failed to do so through false representations of 
mormen witnesses who swore that the property had been purchased of 
another man. Thehorse which he rode to Nauvoo'was taken to’pay 
the costs of auit, and he was obliged to return home without either the 
property stolen from him, or his.borse on whieh he rode to attend to the. 
business. ‘ This:fact shows that even in Illinois, as well asin Salt Lake, 
justice could not be obtained in thc mormon courts by the Gentiles. “# “ 
When the mormons were about leaving Nauvoo in the year 1846 for 
Council Blaffs,on the Missouri river, a part of them croésed the Missis- 
sippi near Montrose, on the lowg side, quite early in the spring, and 

went out’ four miles and encamped on Sugar Creek, waiting for the rest 
to et ready and come on from Nauvoo and join them. It was about 
three weeks from the the first families arrived upon the'camp © 

ground before all reached if, and were ready for theirdeparture. 
the evening before the camp was to move on its-journey, a Mr. Han-** 
cock, living near Montrose, went out to the camp and spent the night - 
with.two of his brothers, who were mormons as well as himself, in order - 

to make them a visit and see them start the next morning: Mr. Han- * 
cook had taken with him a bushel of beans which he intended to divide - 

_ with his-brothers before leaving them, for them to use upon their jour- ~’ 
ney. Shortly after arriving at the camp, he took the bag containing the — 
beans and set it down one of his brothers to'remaim 
spem various topics, all retired to rest for the night. ‘ke the morning 
éawned, Mr. Hancock arose, and looking for his beans, soon discovered 
thet they. had been taken by some one. At length it was ascertained — 
that a Dr. Hustington, mormon, ccoupying high position in the 
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tdser for the dead, had taken them in the dark ond: rainy night, supped 
wg that the bag contained corn, oats or some.other kind of :horsefeed,. 


sad emptied a part of its contents into his feed box at the hind end: of: 
hjs wagon, leaving -his horses to wait: upon themselves: to their stolen 
quppers.. But the poor animals, hungry as they were; and ae much 
they needed a good night’s rest, anda hearty meal, preparatory to their’ 
long and laborious journey, either from instinct or ‘principle, hadsmore 

honesty than theirowner. They had practised-such ‘rigid self denial, 

that with an ample supply of food before them; they ‘had seareely put | 
their noses down to the beans all night long. They were foand in the: 
bex the next morning antouched. Mr: Hancock had discovered theme 
in their quiet resting place before Mr. Huntington wasup. He awoke« 
him and acensed him of having stolen his beans: Mr. Huntington, sup-' 
posing that his horses had eaten the grain which he had given them the. 
night before, at firstdenied it. But when told that.a part of the -heans. 
were still in his,feed box, could no longer! resist the evidence. -The 
truth was out, too pldin to be mistaken. of. 

fered to pay for the beans, but Mr. Hancock. would take nothing. 

No sooner was this transaction over, than Mr, Hancock, oy ra 
shout the camp of the latter day saints) discovered a span of horses be- » 
longing to one of his neighbors, Mr. Rowe, of Montrose, and remarked, — 
‘here are Mr. Rowe's horses, they have run qway.” ‘Themormon whe 
had them in charge, said they did not run away, they were brought; 
here. Mr. Hanoock asked if they had boughtthem. He repliedno:—-«. 
Brigham Young said that Rowe was a damned apostate, and told him to ~ 
go and get a team to assist in taking the brass’ band along oh the jour- « 
tey.,, In obedience to instructions given him by Brigham Young, whe » 
waa, at this time, the head of the mormon church, he had goné in thé — 
dead.of night and taken a span of Mr. Rowe'shorses out of his stable. -v 
Hehad four horses-im it at the time.» The.two best:were taken. Mr... - 
Hangook.told him. Mr. Rowe wassick and not able to be out, and be -' 
would take the horses back tohim. There being an unwillingness te <: 
give them up, he finally said, if the horses wero not given up, ho weald 
have the sheriff after them before sun down. The horses weredeliverx. 


ed up, and Mr. Hancock, without waiting to see the company start, bade » 
his brothers adieu and started for home, having had some fresh experis~ 


the family were at.breakfast. 
church of intter, day sninis 
vices wore exhibited. Here, was theft in stealing the beans and horses, 


_ ond that mot-by transient and unprincipled members who had joined 


them from sinister motives, and whom they had incautiously taken into 
the church, but by persons high in authority and influence in the mor- 
mon ehureh.’. Brigham Young, the head of the church, and reported to 
be atleast as holy asthe best among them, had sent one of the breth- 
ren +o steal a spaa of horses in the dead of night, contrary to law, jus- 
tice, and the precepts of the christian religion.. By so doing, he encour, — 
aged and sanctioned a dishonest practice among his people. It is not 
surprising that uader such a leader, and under. APRA SP influence, the 


mormorn e should be adicted to stealing. 
Brigham, Young was guilty of swearing in catling Mr. “itowe a damn- 


od apostate. Profaneness is a common and inveterate habit with him. 
Ho hesitates at no time, even in his Sunday discourses, to use some pro- 
fagity, It isnot to be wondered at, when he has such unbounded influ- 
ence over the people, that‘they should imitate his example and practice 


profanity. 


The reason assigned by Brigham Young in justification of the stealing 
of the horses, was, that Mr. Rowe, from whom they were taken, was th 
apostate. ‘Then, because he had tried ‘mormonisni, ‘found it unwortlty 
of Confidence, and had abangoned it, he must be punished by having 
property ‘suddenly taken away from him without his consént. © 
fault was not in him, but in the mormon system; which had not excel-” 
lohéies shough in it to recommend it. ‘Yet Mr. Rowe must be made'td 
stiffer ‘by the mormon church, for its own offences: ‘This punishment 
was fo be inflicted, not in pursuance of a trial by’ the civil law, ‘bavat® 


it tobe done: 
‘Itappears from numerous facts, 


that it“has’‘ever been its policy to bring down vengeanve upon all.-who 
forsake it) instead of suffering them, if not pleased with it, te voluntari-— 
ly and quietly depart. ‘—The mormons seem disposed to compel those — 


whe join them) to’‘remain-with them. If they will not stay with them, 


théy*persecute them to the last extremity; 


(46) 
Montrose, mith. the stolen horses, mbilat 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


= 


(47). 

In the course of the journey across the gtate of lows, in the year 1846, 
it so happened that a portion of. the mormon church, then under’the 
guidance of George A. Smith, one of the twelve apostles, and cousin 40 
Joseph Smith, Jr., the fallen prophet, were camped one night in a cer- 
tain place where bears were plenty. Their stock was turned out to 
graze, and some persons were sent out with it to guardit. Near the 
herd ground, a large black fat hog, weighing three or four hundred 
pounds, was discovered walking about. The herdsmen immediately be- 
thought themselves that it would be well for their camp toshave that 
hog to eat. But it, being a fundamental principle of mormonism that all 
the members of the church must obey their leaders, and niust ascertain — 
theircounsel in all important matters before acting, they sent one of 
theirnumber to the camp to ascertain the mind of George A. Smith, 
their captain, upon the subject, telling him they had seen « large bristley 
bear, and asking his advice as to the expediency of killing him. He re- 
plied, alittle fresh meat would revive their spirits. The hint was under- | 
stood. They had killed bristley bears, or bears with bristles, before. In 
a short time, several persons, having put their knives in readiness for 
the occasion, started to accompany the messenger who had brought the - 
news. Presently, all reached the place where the avimal had been seen. 
A Mr. Biley, who had come out with them, but who had not as yet 
learnt as much as some of the rest of the company respecting the mys- 


_terious ways of this strange people, remarked that the animal was not a 


bear. The messenger replied that it was a squealing bear. 

They killed and dressed it, taking off the skin, because they could not 
conveniently scald it. They had no effectual means of concealing the 
skin, hair and entrails, except by burning them up. If thay should 
bury them, they might be dug up by dogs, wolves or other animals, and 
thus expose their doings. Accordingly they took them to the camp, 
and buried them up in their fires, to be there consumed. The skin, 
with its weighty coat of hair and huge bristles, was put into the cap- 
tain’s fire and covered over with, coals so completely that it could not be 
seen. The meat was speedily divided among the diffezent families and 
messes in the camp. — 

Rut no sooner was ‘the duty of division and. putting the offals under 
their fires performed, than a stranger was seen wending his way towards 


af yt } 


- 


(48) 
cd, if they had any where, in that vicinity seen a yery Jarge fat black 
lug, minutely deseribing the one they had just dis of. The most 
, rofound ignorance respecting it was professed. Mr. George A..Smith, 
for the double purpose of engrossing his attention, and thus preventing 


lim from. making discoveries, and also to ¢onvert him to the mormon 


faith (having had a pious streak dart suddenly over him as the stranger 
inquired for his Jost hog’) commenced with mueh zeal to lecture him 
upon the great principles of mormonism. The man was astonished at 
such doctrine. His attention was so completely engrossed by the mar- 
velous subject. that although standing near the ftre where his hog skin 
was being consumed, and within the limits in which his olfactories 
wight have detected ithe smell of burning fresh meat, yet he made no | 


discoveries respecting his hog. It is said Mr. Smith well nigh converted 


lim to the mormon faith. 
At length the man concluded he must go in further pursuit of his lost 


hog. Thus ended this extraordinary motmon lecture in elucidation of 


ihe mormon system. No sooner had the stranger departed a few rods 
away from the camp, than irrepressible snickerings and rejoicings began 
to break forth audibly, regardless alike of good manners, and of the ini- 
quity of their course. The saints were highly pleased with the decep- 
tion they had triumphantly practised, and in view of the rich prize they 
had obtained, and which would, many a time, revive their drooping 
spirits. Directly hasty meals were prepared ani loud thanks were offer- 
ed at the different festal boards for the bounties of divine providence.—- 
it is said Mr. Smith, on this occasion, was unusually deyout and fervent. 
Hlere was another instance of theft encouraged and sanctioned by the 
inormon leaders.’ They took property not, wed own and appropriated 
it to their own use. 

On. the same journey through Iowa, a cow was stolen by the mormons | 
from one of the inhabitants on the route, and driven on the way forty 
iniles before the owner, being absent at the time, could return and over- 
take the train. His own daughter saw them ride around the cow, not 
far distant from the road, and drive her off. He pursued and overtook | 
the mormons. He went into their camp, and was asked by them what 
his business was. He told them he was looking for his cow which he 
described and immediately selected out from among the rest. The mor- 
mons were not willing he should take the cow away. One of thein pre- . 
tended he had bought her, and others swore they saw him pay themvon- 
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ey for her. But he told them he knew his own cow, and was ready, te 
die, if necessary, in the attempt te get her. He drew out his revolver 
aad told them he would be the death of the first man who should at- 
tempt to drive back his cow. He drove her off and took her home. 

Thus, the latter day saints, as they call themselves, have not only 
the malignity to steal other people’s property, but the dishonesty 
and effrontery to make efforts to retain the property by perjuring them- 
selves. What crimes will not such a people commit? They are pre- 
pared to perpetrate the most abominable enormitics. 

In the year 1849, a bell, which belonged to the new school preebyte- 
rian church in Iowu City, was about to be removed from that place to 
another church. It had been purchased by subscription at an expense 
of nearly $1000, when hung and ready for use. This amount was ob- 
tained only by great exertion from the inhabitants of the surrounding 
¢ountry. On occasion of its removal, several persons, among whom 
were the minister and some of the officers of the church, assembled at 
the meeting house for the purpese of taking down the bell. They 
placed the wagon, which was to bear the bell away, by the side of the 
house to receive itas they should letit down by along rope. All things 
preparatory being arranged, with a suitable rope the company ascended 
aloft. It wag in the twilight of the evening. The removal of a church 
bell from its wonted habitation, would naturally superinduce sacred 
meditations, but the shadowy aspect of the horizon and the approach- 
ing darkness rendered the scene still more and impressive. With 
eare and deliberation they slowly te warning monitor from the 
belfry towards the ground. Just as this was being done, a mormon by 
the name of David Lamorgaux happened to be driving past with a span 
of horees and wagon, and instantly bethought himself that an opportu- 
nity was afforded to obtain a prize. He immediately stopped, jumped 
out of his wagon, removed the one which had been placed to receive the 
bell, and drove his own into the same place. By the time the bell had 
eescended within reach he was ready to take hold of it with his hands. 
and guide it inte his own wagon. He immediately unfastened the rope, 
grabbed his lines and drove off. A few rods took him out of sight.-— 
Such exploits did not very much disturb his equanimity, as he had been 
accustomed to them before. They had become to him familiar scenes. 
Very probable hia wagon had been employed in the marauding excur- 
sions which bad becn carried on at Nauvoo. Such s performance might 
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seem, at first view, to indicate a good degree of shrewdness, cunning 
and smartness; but when it is recollected that he had been taking les- 
sons m this kind of business for years, and that such trickery flourishes 
most luxuriantly undet mormon inflaence, such a feat is no great mar- 
vel. It indicates no extraordinary aptness or scholarship. 

The company which went up aloft, slowly wending their way down- 
wards, at length arrived at the place where they expected to see the 
bell. But behold! no bell was there. The wagon itselfhad taken the 
liberty to start from its moorings. The force of gravity had not been 
vble to retain itin its position. There it stood, a rod or two aside. Nv 


‘bell wasin it. Couldit be they had not lowered the bell? A moment's 


reflection confirmed their convictions that the dell had been lowered to 
the ground. They felt its weight drawmg heavily. upon the rope as they 
gave it out in the bell’s descent. - When 4 sufficient length of rope bai! 
been given out to reach nearly to the ground, they suddenly felt 2 cex- 
sation of weight pulling upon the rope, and supposed the bell had reach- 
ed the wagon placed to receive it. They were convinced that they had 
done their duty, but by what means the bell had played truant was 
more than they could tell. Immediately the disappearance of the bell 
‘was noised about the village, and astonished the natives. By what eu- 
perhuman power a sanctimonious church bell should take a freak anid 
suddenly skulk away out of sight and hearing, was marvelous to ‘al! 
eyes. Had the inhabitants known that a light fmgered mormon was in 
the region, they could mht hr deciphered the mystery. All was 
query and doubt. The darkness liad come'on apace, and very httle 
search could ‘be made that night. The'marvelous event was topic of 
enlivened conversation throughout the place. A thowsatid solutions 
were suggested, but nothing was known with certainty as to thewhere- 
abouts of the bell or the manner of its departare. Ata late hourof,the 
evening’the ‘inhabitants of the place, with minds solicitous and some- 
what disqnieted, retired to rest. 

On the following morning there was a genefal tarn out of the people 
to search for thie bell. They looked dilligently for about a week, on the 


_ land and‘in the water of the river passing through ‘the place, but could 


find no ‘bell. They supposed it ‘might have been sunk in the tarbid 
Witter to keep it’out of view ‘until favorable opportanity should ‘arrive 
when itcould be taken away. No discoveries could be made exeapt to 
‘trace the tracks of the wagon which Garried off ‘the bell about three 


| 
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miles when it went inte the grass and could be followed no further. 
The proprietors of the bell, feeling deeply their loss, and ardently desi- 
rous to obtain a solution of the mystery, offered $400 reward for the hell. 
either whole or im pieces. Still no bell was produced, no information 
wns elicited. Its whereabouts remained & profound secret. All was 
left to uncertain conjecture, 

In the mean time Mr. Lamoreanx was iain he 
could under the circumstances across the country far distant from lows 
City, taking every preeaution to avoid suspicion and detection. By 
covering up the bell with other loading im his wagon, by traveling 
nights.and by the aid of other brethren, he was enabled to clude the 
watchfulness of the inhabitants. As he rode along through the toun- 
try, almost constantly would his thoughts recur with feelings of proud 
triumph to the wonderful achievment he had just accomplished. Often 
whilst traveling alone would be heartily jaugh in his sleave, and when 
perchance he might now and then fall in with some of his mormon 
brethren, and make boastful mention to them of the surprising exploit 


of which he had just been the author, loud outbursts of irrepressible — 


laughter would instantaneously break forth from every heart in onan 
ing strains at the chicanery practised upon the Gentiles. 

At length Mr. L., having passed carefully and watchfully across the 
state ef Lowa, arrived at Council Bluffs in the fall of 1849, where he sank 
the bell in the Missouri river, to remain unknown to any except mor- 
mong, and undisturbed until the following spring. 'n thespring of 1850 
there. was to be a large emigration of mormons (nearly 4000) from the 
states to Salt Lake. Mr. L. with his family was to accompany them, 
and gs they were on the eve of starting, he raised the bell from its wa- 
tery hiding place, loaded it into his wagon, concealed by other articles, 
and took it with him in his journey across the plains. 
4a the early fall, a8 the mormon trains neared Salt Lake valley, and 

arrived upon the mountains, not of Israel of old, but the Bear Rivet 
mountains, bordering Selt Lake valley upon the egst, it is said, they 
inerrily rang the stolen. bell te listen to such unwonted tones in the west- 
ern wilderncas, and give toke to the inhabitants of Salt Lake.city of 
their approgeh. The traina reached che valley. The families distribu- 
ted themaelyes sbont the eopntry, for the coming 
wmter: the chy: ax n ve 
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with a bell through the indefatigable exertions and benevolence of a 
mormon brother. | 

At length Mr. David Lamoreaux came ferward and offered to sell his 
chureh bell to¢ghe mormon charch for the modest and unpretending sum 
of only $1600. When it was ascertained that he had rather more zeal 
to enrich his own pockets than to premote the imterests of the church, 
{he mormon authorities rejected his proposal as being extortionsry, since 
the bell cost him only the labor of bringing it from Lowa City to Salt 


_ Lake valley. It had ‘been supposed that Mr. L. was doing business for 


tae church instead of himself. ‘The leaders, in order to show a sent- 
blance of lionesty and obtain the color of a title to the bell, wrote to the 
owners informing them that a certain church bell had been stolen from 
them by an individual and brought there, and if they would take some 
fgur or six hundred dollars for it they would purchase it of them. well 
knowing they woald sell it for much Jess than its value in the states. 
rather than transport it back again to its former home. 

Mr. Blair, ® mormon, now in Salt Lake city, states attorney for the 


- Organized state of Deseret, formerly merchant in the valley, but now 


cagaged in the manufacture of beer, and who has been a Texian ran- 
ger, was heard not many months since to make his boast that he had 
stolen property of all values, from a picayune up to a steam engine. ‘He 
had followed stealing asa business. On one occasion, a few years ago. 
he stole a steam engine at some point on the Mississippi river, and hay- 
ing loadedit upon a raft was conveying it away. Being pursued, and 
not able to make very great speed with his unwieldy vessel, having 2 
steam engine, it is trae, but neither fire, steam or wheels, he directed. 
as well as he ‘could, the course of his water craft towards an island in 
the river, hoping to reach the shore. But finding it impossible to do so 
before being overtaken, he sank the engine, swam ashore and hid him- 
self upon the island. 

This Mr. B. spoke of boastingly as a praiseworthy deed. He made 
mention of it of his own accord. According to mormon notions, stealiuy 
from the Gentiles is a vyirtuc. So commendable, in their estimation, i« 
the business of stealing, that instead of being ashamed of it, ns all peo- 
ple ought to be, they exultingly boast of it as creditable and meritotivus. 
Many of the instances of theft which the mormon people haye perpetra- 
ted, wouid nover have eome to the knowledge of the Gentiles had it not 
been for their own needless boastings. ‘The fact that they exultingly 
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boast of such conduct, not only ameng themselves, but sometimes pn 
the presence of emigrants, T§ proof that they justify it, and that it is 
by the principles of their religion. 

‘ Last September a mormon in Salt Lake valley sold an emigrant a 
horse fer $125. The next night after the sale the horse either stray“! 
or wasatolen. The purchaser thought the horse might have gone back 
to his former owner. He went there and inquired for the horse, but 
was told -he had not been there. The loss of the horse rendered him 
unable to.come to California accarding to, his intention at the time of 
purchasing him. 

A short time after this some property was stolen in the city. It was 
pretended by mormons shat emigrants had done it. An order was im- 
mediately issued to bring back all emigrants just starting for California 
the southern route. Accordingly men went out for that purpose, anid 
brought back such as they found in order to detain them until it shoul! 
be ascertained who was guilty of the theft. Among the rest an emi- 
grant was brought from Utah who had in his possession the horse above 
named. The emigrant who had paid $125 for him knew ‘him an 

claimed him, pointing out the mormon of whom he purchased the horse. 

The other emigrant stated that he had bought the horse of the same 
mormon. ‘The first purchaser commenced legal process for the trial uf 
the right of property. Both the emigrants proved in the trial by both 
migrants and mormons that they had each bought the same horse of 
the same mormon, the one two days before the other. 

The court decided that beth the litigants and their witnesses were 
anistaken as to the horse in question, and decreed that the horse shoul: 
be seld to pay the expenses of the trial, which was accordingly done. —- 
The testimony of a large number of witnesses must be impeeched and 
set aside when it implicates a mormon brother. The mormon court, 
_ rather than condemn a mormon brother, according to the evidence ad- 
duced, for stealing s horse of an emigrant and selling him the second 
time in the space of two days, would accuse an array of witnesses of 
being. mistaken, because it would affix less stain upon mormon character. 
But these witnesses gave in their-testimony under such eireumstances 
that it i¢ unreasonable to suppose they should be biased or give false 
evidence, The two litigants were emigrants. The witnesses of each 
consisted of emigrants and mormons. All these witnesses en both sides 
recognized the horse as being the ene sold on each occasion to each of 


fhe litiganté. “And yet the court Wad the to 
iver that all thesé witnesses are mistaken, whilst the court cah sée and 
judge better than all of them put together. “In‘this instance the curt 
poeded no witnesses: It performed the doable duty of giving testirzony 
and judging the matter.’ 

, The expenses of the mormon court must Be paid Wt all hazards.” ‘If a 
‘verdiét cannot be rendered in fivor of ote or the otlitr of the litigants, 
‘hoth jointly must pay the bill. “Each of thém'intist loge the price fa 
horse for such & purpose, and tach of them must conseqtiently pay the 
entire costs of the suit. The two emigrants were impoverished, the 
court was amply compensated for its time, whilst the mormon who hail 
committed the rascality was grently ‘enriched by getting twice paid for 
his horse. If the mormon coort had had any sense of ‘Justice, or had 
transacted its business upon the principles tswally adopted By civilized 
communities, it would have conipelled the rascally mormoh to pay back 
to one or the other of the emigrants the amount he liad receivéd from 
him as well as the entire costs of suit. Bato. The mormon brethten 
must be favored at the expense of all others, Ad mutter what thety con- 
duct is. 

C. M. Drown, & mormon in Salt Luke valley, Yoke of ‘oxen of 
an emigrant just before the time of startin? fast spring’ to Califorhis, and 
sold them immediately to another emigrant. — abe. 

In July, 1850, an emigrant had four horses stélén from hitn at the 
mouth of Parley P. Pratt’s Cafion, ‘the first night after renching Salt 
Lake valley. Just before dark several mormotis camé to him and inyui- 
red on what terms ho would sell those hordés. “He replied ‘he’ df@ not - 

wish to sell them, but was going on with thém to California. Tie *hor- 
ses were taken that night and never afterwards foutid by the owner. 

Last season an emigrant who passed through Sult Lake valley, was 
stopping a few daysin the city and fastened his horse in the big field, ‘as 
it ie called, wajoining the city on south; “to Gat “The 
morning he went for his horse, but ‘he had béeh ‘taken aiid tarned ott fn 
a distant herd. He mormon'to With Hith that day for $5 ‘and 
for thie horse. Th their travels they saw two butids'of horses’ dis- 


totit from each dther: oh t Darid ahd the 


other to the ‘band fotind’a hofse the 
dedéription in the band to which hé went, ‘but Passéd ‘dirtetly wn; 
wards saying to the emigrant he did not see ‘his horse. “Tithe Course ot 
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the day the purshit wad abaagoned, and-the émigrant having previoa 
ly sold his oxen, and having now lost his horse on which he intended to 
pack to California, was obliged to make arrangamenta with some of  hix 
‘fellow emigrants to take him throngh to Californim 
The next morning efter the:search for his horse, he started, in 
ny with other emigrants, for California. The ‘same day the same moj- 
mon who hed been employed the day before to hunt for the horse, went 
out and brought in the same horse, and kept bin ‘through the past-win- 
‘ter. , Emigrauts who spent the winter there often saw the horse ig: bis 


Thus, the mormon, by having a minute deseription of the horse, war” 


enabled to find him the day he was employed, and get $5 for his servi- 
ces. |The next day he gets the horse, having now both the $5 and the 
horse, bit the emigrant was suffering the losd of both. This'is trick 
the mormons have often practised ‘with the emigrants!’ ‘They often 
drive off their stock to & considerable distanee, not likely’to be visited 
day the emigrants, and if.asked by them tp help find their stock, they 
will advise to goin an opposite direction. | Thiud. matty an 
whe in good faith has applied'to‘mormons ‘for sidin finding hie stock, 
has been most cruelly rebbed of it by the same mormons. Those whose 
aid he solicit as friewds, often act the part of treacherous cnemies. | 

Aman from near Independeneé, Jackson county; Missoon, went to 
California in 1849. Among his animals which he took with bim were 
a cebtain horse and eow, known by those traveling with him to; be his 
After reaching California he, in company with several others, kept « 
ranch. Afterwatds mormons and formed a settlement near 
raneb. A few months ago the company.sild out to twa of the’humber. 
and went into themines. One of the two was the man above refered to 
as having come from Miseoeri. He-stillhad the sanie horse and cow 
‘mon stepped ap end claimed them, and broaght forward about twenty 
mortnon witnesses who swore that the animals belonred to the mormon. 
four or five of them being personally knowing to the fact that the 
Missonrian ‘had brought them from ‘hothe in 1840. The herdsman’s 
witnesses being absent in the -ntines at the time and out of reaeh, the 
been associated with-bim bave:leet six thousand dollers worth uf 


| 
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within the last two years, stolen mormon in 
lifornia, | 
Any, people who will write.and awear falsely in behalfof iBber, 
either to shield theirown members from justice, or extort property from 
ether folks to enrich any of their number, or follow stealing systemati- 


Kas been’ stated to on that’ the mor- 
mon ledders'in Salt Lake valley éiyploy persons expressly for the pur- 
of ‘stealing’stock froni the emigrants and ranting it-off to distant 
herd grounds out of reach of the emigrants. * Some of thé islands in Salt 
fake are occupied as herd grourids for the chureh. These cannot b- 
reached excopt by fording .. shallow portion of the lake. These are re- 
mote from the settlements and difficult of access. Emigrants seldom 
xisit thein. | Tt was stated to some of the emigrants last March, by per- 
sons of vera¢ity, and whose testimony would not be questioned im the 
states, that’the dnormon church had at that time mere than hun- 
dred ‘head of stock iu its possession which . had been either stolen or 
fraudulently obtained from the emigrants within the few month. 

Thomas Williqgms, merchant now in Salt Lake valley,.and who has 
been in jail in Quincy, Winois, for stealing horses; during the Mexican 
war robbed s Spaniard in’ Mexico of some property. The Spaniard 
made no @40 abut it, bat waited a favorable opportunity to reciprocate 
the favor. ‘At léngth such ‘a moment arrived, and he robbed Mr. Will- 
jams Of @ much greater amount.af property: Mr. W. complained bit- 
«erly at the loss.af his property, but the Spauiard remained mexorable. 
saying they were now even and he wae willing to quit, | 

Dr. Wisitlock, a emigrant, who spent the past winter iu 
Salt Lake valley, about forty miles west. of Salt Lake city, had two hors- 
es, five oxen and.acow stolen from him in the spring, before he. starved 
chem, but delieves, from the circumstances, they must bave been taken 
Ly.marmons. He started on his journey the firetday of May, encamped 
the :first night near E. T. Benson's saw mill,.aboyt eight miles,from his 
own house. Here he had another span of horses. stolen, (the last horses 
le had,) and all his cattle drivon-off in different direstions several. mile: 
away from hiv camp. _ la the morning whem he apose,pot gne.pf his 
umls could the comrse,of theiday-be foundjhis.¢attle, bu: 
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horses. appeared hie horses had been stolen, and his 


driven off in different directions some miles in the course of the night, 
asa blind to prevent the discovery of the theft of the horses, making | it 


ppesr as if Wie Indians had undertaken to run off the stock. 


The pext day he, drove to the.Jordan beidge,. within two. or three miles 
of the city, where he encamped with his family about a week. While 


encamped here he got track of one.of his stolen horses. It wasin the - 


possession of a young man twenty years of age who had stolen the span 
of horses from him on the first night after he started on his journey, an:l 
droye off the cattle so cunningly in different directions, as bas been 
since ascertained. The young man's name is Campbell Bilingsly, whe 
lives with his father in. the city, both mormons. Dr. W. went to see 
him about the horse which he understood he had in his possession. He 
had started about two hours before with the horse for Utab, some thirty 
or forty milesdistant. The eause of the young man’s starting just then, 
probably was the fact that Dr. Whitlock.was in the city looking for his 
stolen horses. He went to Willard, Snow and_ obtained warrant for 
the young. man, but could get no mormon, officer to go after him. He 
told them they connived with the thief... He then, went to the father of 
the young man.and told him as his. son. was, under age, he should hold 
him responsible for the horse hig son bad stolen. The father agreed to 
bring, the horse the following Monday, and sconntienl did so, ng 
would not suffer his son to come within reach of the Dr 5 warrant. 

W. did not know. this time that, phe young.meu,had stolen both is 
horses, , A.mormon, in the,eity cautioned him to, guard against be- 
cause the mormons intended to steal his@nimals, 


»TheDr. left the‘city on'his way to Whee her tra 


oled’ little over forty niles, ho encamped for the night between 


Brownsville and Ogden, Some other compmmy with 
‘That night’ sdveral head of ‘theit animals swere taken OM about 


tive miles: and tied up in a decp ravine, surrounded: by bushes so as ty 


prevent'any owe from finding them’ In the df "the day, all the 
except one horse, which belonged to the Dr., and which was tho 
only one-te had left, were found: (The*horse wasnét found. He rame 
to Coliforniawithoat hdrse, having had ‘four horses, five omen, and 
une €oW} atolen from him in the short two months. 


loss was “On atcoun fof ttitse thufte he was bay 


'wome additional team to . bring his family and 


fornja. 
That the mormons stole the whole of this property, dentaniangnts 


have very little doubt. That they stole 9 paré of it is certainly known. 
of Dr. W.’s horses was traded off bs a mormon toan' emigrant from 
the states, since be came away, ond hasbeen brought into California 
‘since he arrived. He recovered his own nerve by 
the Taws of California. 


“CHAPTER V. 

The mormons often’ resort to trickery, falsehood and to 
complish their designs. They practise every stratagem to deceive an‘ 
inipose upon the people, not only those out of their church, but upon 
their own members. ‘They have been nvtorious'for this species of -con- 
@act ever ‘since their origin ais ‘a 
this point: 

- At the time the mornions vere te Kirtland, Obio, ‘and 
the niembers of thé fraternity were constantly ‘harping all over th: 
country pon the whility of the mormon ledders to*perform' various mir- 
acles, such as healing the tick, raising the dead,‘and the Tike, Joseph 
Syith gave ont’ word that certain timie he woul) welk-upon th: 
water, confirmatory of his declarations often made 'that he was in guch 
com on ‘with the Deity he could work miracles.) 
Ae stream ran threugh the place. Some short banches’ of suafi- 
clewt height to reach from tire bottom of the river mearly ‘te: the surface 
of the water ‘were prepared by Smith's direction sud placed inthe 
stream several feet apart. Upon these a number ofiplanks were-pigend, 
making a foot-britige’ seross the central portion ofthe stream. Thy 
planks did not amtend quite to the surface of the water,.aud the water 
hemg @ little persons upon the share dincover them, 
nor could any one directly over them seo them very 
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Beford the hour for the pesformance, some person having found eut 


the secret, and being somewhat more roguieh than religious, took the — 


liberty to remove one of the central planks: from.its position. At the 
appoimted time, the prophet of the Lortl, accompanied by « large wulti- 
tede of hie followers and othess, came down to the river. Some of the 


people believed he was able to walk upon.the water, as did the Savior 


of oki. They had no lack of confidence in the supernatura}, power of 
the prophet. Others were wavering and doubting, half inclined to be- 
lieve, half inctined to disbelieve. Othtrs still were so philosophical, or- 
the@ok, and seriptural, that they hed not tho least confidenee in Joseph 
Smith ‘as @ prophet, or in the power of any man to-work miracles, since 
the days of the apostles im the first eentary of the christian era. 

All were eager to see the performance. The celebrated Joseph: had a 


«mall boat broaght up along shore by some-one desigmated beforeband. 


He very sdnotimoniously and majestically stepped into the boat ead was 
rowed outa little into the stream, the boatinen taking good care to run 
the side of the boat ap against the end of the nearest plank as he had 
been instracted by Joseph to do,,so that he could easily step out of the 
boat upen it. Heislowhy walked along out towards the centre of the 
stretm, exalting-in hie triumph over the ineredulity of the people! The 
believers in’ his system were mere cenfirmed than: ever; the wavering 
began to be firm, and the scepticism of the unbelieving: began: to igive 


wity. But when the prophet hed advanced about: toithe center ot the 


stream, 86 all eyes were intently fixed upon him, having arrived at the 
end of the plahk apon which he-was promenatimg, and extending one 
foot beyend its termination in order to walk farther soross the stream, 
the furce of gravity so disturbed 
headlong into the stream. 

After disappearing for a short time, 
and made the. bestiof ‘his way to the shore; the people woudoring as to 
the cause of ‘the prophet’s taking such a ducking. . No sooner had he 
reached the shore than he tnfolded the whole; mystery. He had the 
cunning and audstity to tay to the people thet the reason why he fell 
into the water was, that just at that instant thoie faith failed, and the 
motaent thet fmled God endble him to walk. Heeouwld-not 
watk upon the water unless thie people had faith, ‘His ability to per- 


. 
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Upon this principle, the people were required to exercise faith before 
miracle should be performed which was designed to create and 


tablish that faith; before the evidence could be adduced upen which 
their faith should be based. This is requiring belief without evidence, 
‘and faith without substance. Mormon faith, then, needs no foundation 


vrevidence. After being exercised it is already in existence, and naceds 
no subsequent proof. The mormons, on this principle, can as casiby be- 
lieve one thing as another, no matter bow absurd or ridiculous. Evi- 


denee does net produce their faith but their faith produces the evidenee. 


This is setting imagination above reason, instead of reason above ima- 
gination. Itis not making a proper use of the rational powers of man. 
It is dérogatory to the dignity of the ee of 


its powers. 


We would naturally expect to find the mormon people very fanciful, 
imaginative, and erratic in the cast or habit of their minds upon all re- 
ligious subjects ; and so we find them. Their faith is nothing more nor 
less than 8 conjuration of the imagination, and one thing may be ima- 
gined as wellas another. Such a people are prepared, by the habit of 
their minds, to believe any thing which may be proposed. They have 
but litte reason, philosophy, or scripture in their religious system.— 
‘They depend more upon what’ they call revelation, 
all of these, for their guide.- 

The mormons do not he 
cient prephets and apostles did. These holy men and servants of God 
wrought miracles by virtue of their own faith, when, there was none ex- 
ercised by the people, and for the express purpose of producing faith in 
the people. meapastelie times faith followed miracles, and resulted 


from them. 


We will mention, in-thie connection, one other circumstance illustra- 
ting the mormon view of faith. In the year 1835 a presbyterian minis- 
ter visited Kirtland, Ohio. The mormons at that time were very active 
uoying, cspetially. to. strangers. 

On the oecasion above refered to, almost immediately after the minis- 
ter reached the house, a mormon came into the room and bogan in 3 
very clamorous and vociferous manner to exhort him to become a mor- 
sion, telling him he would certainly go to hell if he did not embrace it. 


| 
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lle stood. up upon tiptosiasd stretched out his mibister’s 
licad, talking almost incessantly, giving little or no opportunity for re- 


- ply. Now. and then he Would partially pause and ask him if he believed 


inormonism, to which the .reply was. that he did not. The mormon 
would then begin louder and more vehement than ever, some tintes set- 
ting forth the claims of mormonism, and at others dealing out denun- 
ciations and anathemas upon. all others butithémselves.. Frequently in 
his harrangue he would make mention of their supernatural powers, such 
us the working of miracles, tongues, 


that mormonism, was true. 
The minister told him if he would work a miracle before his eyes, he 


might perhaps believe mormonism.. The morfhon, as if conscious’ he 
could perform any miracle, and one as well as another, asked him what 


miracle he wished to have him perform. He told him there was.s lame 


-horsé at the gate, which, if he would instantly cure, he would think he 
had the power of working miracles. . He offered to go immediately, and’ 
«how him the lameress of the horse, urging him to perform the cure at 
once, The mormon asked him if he believed h¢e had the power to work 
the miracle or instantly effect the cure. Hexepliedno. The mormon 
then said he could not work the miracle because the minister did not be- 
lieve he could doit. Hesaid it was necessary in all cases that the peo- 
ple for whom miracles were wrooght should believe-in the ability of the 
worker to perform them, us a preequisite to his being able to. do so.— 
‘This is precisely the same sentiment on the subjectof working miracles 
by faith which Joseph Smith advanced. 

The following narrative shows trickery and chicanery, carried on we & 
very. unusual cxtent by the mormons in order to accomplish their de- 
signs. Some fifteen or sixteen years ago, whilst the mormons were re- 
siding in Ohio, a Mr. Jack Reden, a mormon preacher, and one of Jo- 
~eph Smith's life gaard, undertook to convert his uncle to the same faith 
which he had embraced. ‘He frequently appointed mectings for preach- 
ing at his uncle's house, by which means bis nunt. was led to embrace 
_mormonism, be baptized and join the The uncle, however, 
"still remained unbelieving. 

After awhile this Redén hada vision, in which waa revealed to bim 
that his unelé should obey the gospel... If he did mot obey; the Lord 
vould convince him of the trath of the work of the latter day saints, by 


taking away his property by piece meal, so that he could not prosper. 
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the night, and take them 
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but would gradually decline until he should believe. This would be 
done by the wrath of God being visited upon him. ~ { 

The mormon preacher hastened to his uncle, gravely and piously:tel- 
ling him the revelation which he had had, and exhorting him to em- 
brace mormonism. Still he could not see sufficient evidence of ite truth 
to satisfy his mind that it was his duty to comply with the wishes of his 
devoted nephew. At length, in order to operate upon the uncle’s min‘, 
and convince him of the truth of mormoniam, the faithful nephew began 
te fulfill the prophecy contained 1 in the revelation he had previously re- 
ceived of the Lord. ~ 

His first step in this work, was to steal a span of his unele’s horses in 
Fthe heads of the church, who had them run 
off immediately out of reach, so that the uncle could get no trace of 
them. Not long after, the uncle still remaining unbelieving, tlic 
nephew took seme more of his stock in'the same ‘way. From time to 
time his ani were missing from his furm, always taken in the night, 
and no wheré to be found. The uncle was greatly crippled and hinder- 
od in his Business by the loss of his stock. He was dispirited and vexed, 
hut not converted. This process was continued with the knowledge 
and sanction of Joseph Smith and the heads of the church, until the man 
was so destitute of personal property that he sold his farm, and ‘with 
the ayails bought stock and other personal property to replace thac 
which had been taken from him, and rented a farm on which to live. 

Being once more in comfortable circumstances, with teams, tools. ani 
other necessaries for the prosecution of his business, he pursued his 
wonsed ayecation of husbandry, to provide a subsistance for himself 
family, believing that he who would not provide for those of his own 
househald was worse than an infidel. Whilst thus industriously, law- 
fully, and happily employed, hoping to regain by diligence and frugali- 
ty, at least a portion of what he had lost, hie stock and other property 
Legan again most cruelly to take toitself wings and fly away, he knew 
not. where. As before, no traces of the. truants cenld be found, far or 
near. His naturally honest and candid mind was open to conviction, 
but could not see sufficient evidence in favor of mormonjsm. to belieye it 
truc. His property .continned to diminish from time to time until the 
man was again stripped of nearly every thing he had, and reduced from 


affluent, circumstances, .to abject porerty. He had now. neither farm 


He wag sexerely tried, and began to consider his Ways. 
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The singular arguments which had betm so long employed, hed-by 
this time Nery, sensibly affected’Mis purse, if not his head, or his heart. 
About this tim the devoted and ‘faithful nephéw was called off from his 
labors of love, with his unele, to remove to Missouri.‘ In» process. of 
time the mormon difficulties in that state arose, and’the mormons, gfter — 
being driven out of the state, finally. located at _Sooremingreain “Mr 
Jack Reden, the nephew, accompanied them. \ 

In the mean time, the uncle, remaining in thianeeestedioneaes Z 
the mysterious ways of Provideneein taking away his:property by piece 
meal, and not allowing him under any circumstances to; retain it, was : 
led gradually to change his views respecting the mormon faith...He 
thought possibly it might be true, especially, when. it could make proph- oe a 
ecies which should bé 80 exactly fulfilled as had; been those in.xclation — 
to himself. ‘These things were strange and marvelons in hiseyes.. He 
felt. that they. were of the Lord’s ordering, and that it was, with the . 
Lord he had emphatically to do. He could regist no longer. His incor- | 


rigibleness entirely gave way. He placidly yielded to,his. ci 
embraced the mormon faith, and joined the mormen church. . 

.He now, having heartily adopted the mormon| creed, 
of interest with the latter day saints, and ardently desired toreach their / 
gathering place at Nauvoe, that he might enjoy their blissful society 
and learn the words of wisdom from the leaders of the church. Being 
poor, and unable, with his own resources, to take the journey from Ohio ’ 
to Nauvoo, he wrote to his endeared nephew, inferming him of the mar- 
velous change which had taken place.in his views and feelings since his 
departure from Ohio, and requesting him to,send such aid as he needed 
to effect his removal to Nauvoo. The nephew did so, and the uncle at 
length arrived. Amazing were the things he beheld in Zion. He was 
highly gratified with his new residence. He had found the best spot 
uponearth. Though destitute, he was contented andhappy: = 

But his situation was rendered still more joyful by the various pres- 
ents which he received from different members of the church. These 
presents were generally such as he most needed, and were therefore the 

’ more valuable to bim on that account, anid their bestowment showed the 
greater wisdom. They were not all bestowed at once, but came alony 
at timely intervals, secret arrangements having been previously made 
with the members by the leaders to bring forward, their. various presents 


* 

4 


| 


at cortain specie’ times, for the double purpose of relieving the man's 


(64) 


ties, and fulfilling the Propheey whieh the nephew, many years 
before} had‘sdid'should come to pass, visiting 
Prosperity of obedience to the commands of God. 
~The rédeived was ten acres of land from Joceph. Smith. 
Pirdétl y HE Peceived w horse from anothér, cow from another, &c., un- 
til he was made quite comfortable. He however never received back as 
much as-had been'taken from’ him. He rejoiced ih the goodness of the 
Lord in bestowing such favors upon him, after having so long chastised 
by sore affietions. and a staunch 


‘pillar the mormon church. 


appeared to the uncle that these 
those who bestowed them 
funds of the church. 


pains,were taken than were ever employed in making 4 proselyte by thé 
hypooritical Jews of old. A crime was committed against law and jus 
tice, to accomplish the object. The chureh, which hed the benefit of 


_ the property taken from the uncle, never returned as much as it had 


received, and made quite a speculation by the operation. _ It had the use 
the sonyersion of a valuable member. 

Whilst the mormtons were,residing in Ohio; Joseph SSmith,\im the eo 
ly part of a certain Sabbath, after the. immense congregation had as- 
sembled in the temple for divine service, stated that he. did not feet 
himself to be holy enough to be there, and wished to.gohome.and spend 


in fasting and prayer. He immediately retired: people. 


seeing their prophet manifest such regard for sanctity, felt themselves 
adifiohished, and were quickened im duty. They devoutly spent the 
siicréd day in the services of the sanctuary. 

“ Somé time after, the manner in which the mormon prophet spent the 
day Was ascertiined. It was in contriving ways and means to swindle, 
sitio New York thierchants out of about $50,000 due them for goods 

Yeceived abd sold out, This was the burden that ‘rested on bis | 
wiht.” He professed” the greatest piety and practised the Wich. 
edness. This was another effort at deception 
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found near Palm 
house, and his wifein rtlstion 40 it; 
thought he would see how far he sould fool mmnkind. ~ These. two Taet 

who had testified in the most solemn. manner thathe had seesi, tnd fan- 
dled the golden plates, was asked one day after he had.apostétized, iflie 
He said he did not sce them with his 

ural eyes, He only, saw them in his mind. In other Words, he ima- 
ined that they existed, because Joseph Smith had told him they did. 

Here, deception was practised by the witnesses in pretehding that 
they saw gold plates, when, in point of fact, they nevér saw any, and 
mone existed. Prevarication was employed in ‘using language which; 
according to its obvious and legitimate import, comveyed the ides that 

‘Thib-wee in, keoping, with the of Saath th foriner days 
he was a money digger. He was in the habit of putting his head into - 
in old black hat, pulling it up so as‘to exclude the light, and then by 
various motions with hiv head, esif looking here and there, he would 
pretend that he saw money beneath the sutface of the ground. In this 
way he -often kept pack of fools employed for weeks digging up the 
earth, but finding nothing bat ditt and stones. Had the gold in Califor- 
pia ‘been discovered at that time, he might have been more successfal. 


Mr. Washburn Loomis, from Niagara ¢outity N. ¥., though gene 
rally considered innocent, was nevertheless sentenced by the morttica 
authorities to wear the ball and chain two years, and was pardenod by 
Brigham Young on condition of his paying him $200 cash in hand.— 
Mr. Young immeéiately reported that he had given him.a free | 
and it was generally supposed he had ; when, in point of fact, he had 


‘secret. 


We are told that Brigham Yeung pardoned Mr. Loomis Sieet, snd then 
told him if he did not immediately pay him $200he should lose his head — 
he could get out of the valley. 


> 
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some, money,of Mr. Haskell to meet the demand. 
oHe.was .povallowed. to come the northern route to California with 
California emigrants, but was required to go the southern route in com- 
pany with a large mormon train of about 500 persons, which left Salt 
Lake last March to settle near the Pacific coast in southern. California. 

Some fears were entertained by the emigrants for his ‘tafety. His 
friends would do well to enquiré after him. ) 

In this transaction Mr. Young practised deception and dupliaity:: He” 
pretended to the community he had given Mr. Loomis ‘a free parden , 
when he had just sold it to him for $200. He extorted this amount 
from him by thrette that his life would be taken if he did rot pay it: 

~The moriion preachers and missionaries who go abroad to proclaim 
their ‘terlets, never bring forward any thing before an ‘uninitiated audi- 
ence, except what they are pleased to call 'the'first ptinciples of mor-. 
monism. ‘'n their introductory efforts they wish to make their senti- 
ments as ‘palatable as ‘possible. In order to ‘this, they bring forward 
only those parts of their system which are the least objectionable te 

‘are kept’ behind the.curtain. 


the’sécrets of the mormon scheme. Often, in conversation, do they in- 
timate this: - ‘Instead of openly and frankly avowing their sentiments in 
full to either the Gentile world or even to such of their own members as 
are not in office, they studiously conceal a part from their view. 
_ (ATP tHis‘shows deception on the part of the leaders. They have plans 
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at emigrants who happen to die in Salt Lake valley. This they do 
whefler the emigrants have, or donot have, friends along with them, 
and whether they’ are in partnership, or are simply managing theit own 
private conserns.’ “If persons living elsewhere, asin California, for: in- 
_ stance, and ‘having property’ in Salt Lake valley, should happen to die, 
the'niormon authorities assume the reaponsibility, of én 
property situated within theit bounds. 
“But in this mérmon administration upon migrant estates, 
peculiarity never ‘before known: in civilized countries... This 
cious, as#uthéd; and ‘uncalled for administration, is not,performed. with 
_ any referemeé to saving the property for. the benefit of. the friends. ‘or 
the déceased.” Oh no! The property is eppropriated bet- 
ter and hdliér usé than merely being-restored to the legitimate and 
according tothe usages and laws. of civilized nations. 
“verted from ‘its legal ceurse ‘into 9° channel much ‘more in: 
the ‘wiflof God, (according to mormon notions, ) than to baye it 
to" its legal heirsr It is«aimply. 
¢harch used; by the leaders in furtherance of their schemes ‘of 
spreading abroad and establishing mormonjgm in. the world. 
mons to administer on emigrants’ estates, is,nothing more nor less th 


content thon to tbe use and of the mormon church | 


- They:do not inguire after the names or yea residence of the 
heirs of the property... They. often. do pot know whether said heats re- 


‘side within the limiteof the United: States,.on the continent of Eur 
such information. "They 


elaewhere. They haye. po desire ‘for 
studiously avoid all moana of acguixing it., A few 
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Three emigrants were in company in Salt Lake valley. Mr.C. Cas 
ter owned ‘one half the property, Mr. Huntsman one. ‘fourth, and Mr. 
Orlandd ‘Freeldtid ‘the other ‘fourth. “Mr. Custer was shot by Indians 
about two"weeks before the time he intended to start for California the 
past spring. “The company were owing, at the time of his death, be- 
tween one"and two handred dollars to emigrants, about four 


Bucklin, mormon, and ‘@ small amount to Mr. Packard, mer- 


chant in the city, but not a mermon. Immediately on the death of Mr. 

Custer, Mr. Huntsman, one of the surviving partners, began to settle up 
_ the business and pay off the debts. Ho paid several of the creditors, 
and offered ' to pay the whok, but the mormon authorities took the busi- 
_ Ress out of hig bands, and would not allow him te de the least thing, 


though he wae & pertner s and owned one fourth of the property at the 


The¥ compelled those with whow he had settled, and to whom he had 
paid any thing, to refund what they had received. The company’ were 
owing Dr. Whitlock, an emigrant, a note of $28, which Mr. Huntsman 
had’ paid, asd which amount the mhormons afterwards took away From 
_ the Dr. causing him to lose it. The eompan gp Met a owing Patrick 
Mahoney, an emigrant, $100, whieh Mr. Huntsman had paid, and 
_ which thé “mermons hed also in like mamner taken away from him, 
“eansing him lose it. Losing this, Mr: Mahoney was a 
team, or eyen hire his to California, After this disaster, Mr 
M: tarried three weeks longer, earned some flour, and was able, besides, 
pay $10 to bring his flour in his wagon on the journey to 
fornia: “He made an a ment with another man to furnish him 
‘some milk to use by By this arrangement he was furnished 
with bread and milk, his only food on the journey. Not being able to 
‘hire his , be was obliged vo walk from Salt Eake to'Cslifornia, a 
* distance of about'800 miles. This destitution he experienced in con- 


gequence of the'robbery oMhay@ hearted mormons. ~ 


The sheriff ‘was appvinted administrator, the property belonging ve 
the company wns-taken into custody by the mormons:: Ft ‘of 

aggrépate was considered Worth at least, 
‘ioe The debt debt of $400-due Mr. Bucklin, 
would | Pp robably pay it, and 
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_wére enabled to reach Salt Lake city. 
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lars for their own legally belonged to the 
the one tor the other will probably ever get.aeent of it, , wae confieg 
cated to thé mormon government, as is usual in such cases.* om 

Dr. Joseph Whitfield, and John Lee, emigrants from Pere, Ilingis, 
spent the past winter in Salt Lake city, Before leaving the, states, — 
thesé men, Ijke brothers, had agreed to help each, other, share eaeh oth- 
er’s profits ‘and losses together, not only an the journey to California; 
but also during their sojourn im that country, When they left the 
states Dr..W. had no money, snd Mr. Lee had only fifty, dollars, by 
which, with some services 

During the winter thes men lived in a roomy wagoa ‘box well covered 
over with cloth, with o small stove in one end, and a pane of glass for a | 
window in the other. Im this singular residenee, Mr. Lee, being a tai- 
lot, worked at his trade. Getting considerable employ, he earned near- 
ly all their support through the winter, and their California outfit.in 
the spring. Dr. W., although s physician ani dentist, was unable to 
earn of any thing whilst at Salt Lake.city. was expected that 
the Dr. would be sble to earn more in California than Mr. Lee, and by 
sharing equally with him would, in the end, bin. 
his fermer favors. | 

took two other persons into their company to furnish @ part of the outtit, 
and mess with them. The namesof these two, were William MelIntyre,: 
and Henry Rickenburg. They furnishéd two yoke of oxen and half thes 
provisions ; while the other two, first mentioned, furnished ome yoke of. 
oxen, the wagon, and half the provisions. ‘thes aid od 

Heving completed their arrangements for the, journey, they set ont 
about moon om the 25th of last: March, and proceeded on their way ton, 
gether seversl miles. When some distance, heyond the hot sulphur 

*Among the mormens, ehurch | united. ‘They do not 


done by the mormon suthorities in of ill 


express 
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-spring, which is four miles from the city, Dr. Whitfield and Rickenburg 
. started on ahead to get wood, build a fire, and make other preparations 
for the night camp, They were the more anxious to make early prepa- 
rations. for their suppers because they had started away from the city 
‘without their dinners. But being unacquainted with the numerous 
roads in that vicinity they took a wrong one which led up towards the 
_.mountsin on the right, and became lost. Rickenburg started back te 
find the wagon, and by accident blundered upon the place where it was, 
_ beipg led by a light which he saw through the darkness of the night. 
Some time in the night it appears that Dr. Whitfield traveled back into 
the road he had left, and pursued it towards the city nearly to the hot 
spring, and sitting down became so chilled as to become stupid, and in» 
the course of the night died. He was very thinly clad for the season, 
had no yest on, and only moccasins on his feet. 
>. Mr. Lee and the rest of the company expected him in all the evening, 
and the next morning, but were disappointed. They supposed he had 
gone to some of the houses in the vicinity, of which there were several. 
though most of the way from the ¢ity there were none. - They had 
reached the Sessions neighborhood the first night, sonie nine or ten 
miles from the city. While they were wondering where the Dr. could 
_ be, or what had become of him, word was brought that a man was 
dying dead.in the road back towards town, who, by the description, they 
. supposed to be the missing man. Presently, they started back, and on 
reaching the place where he lay, after a rapid walk of several miles, 
__» found their.apprehensions true. Here lay the unfortunate man whe 
» had the day before started with buoyant hope and fond expectation for 
the golden region. The first night after his departure ended his earth - 
ly career. He was now no more. The night had been exceedingly 
cold, even for the-season, and somewhat stormy withal. The poor man 
lost, bewildered, and fatigued, had perished, had frozen to death. 
_ According to the custom of the states, Mr. Lee and his associates 
-thought.it would be necessary to have a coroner’s inquest held over the 
_. Yoody. before.it should be removed, and accordingly sent to the city au- 
thorities to inform them respecting what had happened, “attd request 
- them to take. the necessary steps in the case, they in the mean’ time re- 
maining with the corpse. .Atlength bishop Hendricks, accompanied by 
he was authorized to attend to the 
case, and gave permission to his friends to bury im, WHER they-accor- 
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. ome half of all they owned together. Mr. Lee proposed to let him have 


the proprietors of the team withoutany wagon. © 


3 — by paying him forty five dollars in cash, and having only $4 25 
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‘dingly did, near, the ‘foot of » mountain not far distant from’the spot 
where he wasfound. The bishop inquited whether thé Dr had any 
‘money or not, and was told by Mr. Lee that he had none. “The thelan- 

_ @holy duty.of, burial being over, Mr. Lee and the rest of the company 
-returned to their team, where'they tarried the following night! Seve- 
ral other.emigrants happening along throagh the day had fallen into 
their company. 
The next morning they started again on their journey and traveled 

i as far as Mr. Haight's Creek, some 21 miles from the city, where they 
encamped for the sight. Shortly afterwards, Mr. G. D. Grant from 
the city, accompanied by another man, rode up in 4 buggy, and said he 
was sent out with authority to bring back the team to which the de- 
eeased belonged. His. papers being shown, it was discovered that ne 
deceased man’s name was mentionédin them. His papers were there- 
fore jnformal and strictly of no avail. But the compary did not wish 
ta équivoeate and. therefore listened to his staterhents. He wanted the 
whole team,- provisions, and men, all to go back to town. Buthaving 
atarted on a journey eight hundred miles long, with an ox team, and 
having adyanced twenty one miles already, and there being several of 
them, they felt an unwillingness to return. Mr. Lee proposed to have 
the business settled there, if possible, so as not to detain them. Accor- 
-dingly, Mr. Grant consented to arrange it thére as administrator of Dr. 
~Whitfield’s estate. He had come there as a sheriff or constable to 
bring back the property, and now he assumes the poe of adminis- 
- trater of the unknown man’s estate. 
He took the Dr.’s dentist instrdments, of which te had an thllasenlly 
large and valuable assortment, all his wearing apparel, and every thing 
else which belonged exclusively to him, and then insisted on having 
half of every thing of which the Dr. owned a share. Though he had 
paid but @ trifle towards the outfit, Mr. Grant insisted on having ‘full 


» one, ox, he retaining the other and the wagon, but Mr. G. ~wouldinot | 

consent to it. He wanted the best ox and the wagon also, leaving Mr. 

Jee with only one ox to make his journey to California, of |. 
Mr. Lee finally compromised with Mr. Grant forthe ox and half the 


hisown; he- ‘was obliged to'borrow 
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nia, leaving him without e cent to use in cnse of emergency on the jour- 
ney. Mr. Grant took’the only gun they had, which belonged to them | 
jointly.’ After’ getting every thing which belonged to the Dr.’s estate, 
and some things which did not belong to it, but belonged to Mr. Lee 
individually; Mr. Grant gave a certificute to Mr. Lee certifying that he 
was administrator. For some cause he did not see fit to write it himself, 
and requested’ several others to do 8d before he found one to doit. Fi- 
nally the gentleman who came with him took pen to write it. On ac- 
count of’ the singular scholarship displayed in it, it is well worthy a 
place ‘inthis connection, and reads thus. We give the language and — 
spelling; ‘according to the original copy, verbatim et literatem : | 
Mar 27 1851 
This is to sertefy that.G. D. Grant is administrator on the os. 722. Sd of 


Joseph Whitfield and has received in full of all demands from 
said property forty five in cash other artwals of sundes. 6.b'e 
rant. 


Here is another paper drawn up iA an 1 equally scholarlike aid asi. 
ress Manner 
This is to sertify that William Mackentire has baut of G. D. Grant one 


ox and the half of ‘one wa the property of Joseph Whitfield which 
the amount 45 Administrator G. D. Grant 


In these two short legal documents no less than six words are spelt 
wrong, some words are omitted, and much is awkwardly expressed. Ne 
one *who pretends to do re Ree guilty of such egre- 
gious blunders. 

But what right had the mormon authorities to send an officer to take | 
back emigrants who were on their way to California, and subject them 
to delny, and additional expense, though not guilty of the least crime 
or offence against the laws of Utah territory ? They had just as muck 
right as the man in the moon, and no more. And what right had they 
to administer on the estate of a California emigrant who happened to 
die on the road thither*’ None atall. They have:not the least juris- 
diction over such a ¢ase. If they are allowed to have jurisdiction over 
the estate of a California emigrant who happens to die on the road near 
the city, they may with equal propriety claim jurisdiction over his 
tate if he happens to die om any ether part of the route. On this prin- 
ciple they would administer on theestate of all California emigrants 
who die on the road between the Missouri river and Sacramento city, 
even if their own friends and relatives are along with them; aiid that,” 
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too, even if they should go by Fort Hall; and not come by Salt-Lake, or 
any nesrer to itthan 150 miles; What arrogant. assumption? And 
nce this result, when 
And what do with which they get inte their 
possession, and. on which they propose to administer! Why, verily, 
they put it into the church, fund for their own use. The. relatives of 
deceased transcient persons are the very Jast ones tobe benefitted by 
the property which they legally inherit.. The mormons arein the habit 
of seiaing upon the property of those who die, if the property ie within 
reach, whether they die in Salt Lake valley or elsewhere. - Seldom de 
the heirs reecive any share of the property, or any benefit from it. 
_ In the case already mentioned no inquiry was made as te Dr. Whit- 

field’s relations, who they were, or where they lived. Nor did they 
seem to care to know. They had repeived about $300 of his property, 
and now haying got all they could they only wished to enjoy it unmo- 
lested. The facts in the above case 
who were.eye witnesses.* \ 

In the year 1844, the same year in which Joseph Smith wae killed, a 
citizen’ of Hitinois took some beef to Nauvoo for sale. A Mr. Cutler, 
who, was then one of the building committee having charge of theigreat 
mormon temple, then im process of erection in that place, wished te buy 

some of it, offering a gun in payment... The owner of the beef said he. 
did not wish te buy it, that he had no usefor it. Mr. Cutler askedbim - 
if he had any gun. . He told him he had not.. Mr. Cutler, supposing he 
was @ mormon, made the following declaration, ‘‘ that he could not be 
a mormon without having a gun.” The.man then further said, byway 
of objection to buying an article for whieh he had no use, that he nev- 
__er loaded.or shot @ gun in his life, anditherefore had no ‘use for it.’ Mr. 
Citler, still urging him to buy it, made,this stetement in further eluci-. 
| dation of the mormon system, as a reason why the man should take the 
know how to use gun.” 

religion without knowing how.to use it.. This ianew doctrine in 

Dr: Whitheld elite had beew threatened before he left the city, and 
some think, he was killed by the mormons. ‘Phe authorities would met 


| 

‘ 
‘ 
. 


(74) 
ern times, and especially among protestants. From the avowal of such — 
‘sentiments by one of the leading mormons, we should naturally expect 
to find them possessing a warlike character, and disposed to propagate 
their religion by the sword as did Mahomet. . They exhibited a warlike 
aspect in Kirtland, Ohio, as was noticeable by the inhabitants then re- 
siding ‘there. In Missouri they armed themselves in defiance of the 
state. ‘In Illinois they had the well trained Nauvoo Legion, and now, 
in: Salt Lake valley, they have their monthly drills of troops. — 

According tothe statement of Mr. Cutler, o gun is a necessary ap- 
pendage toa mormon. A man might own a gun without being a, mor- 

mon, but he could not be a mormon without possessing a gun. A per- 
son could not embrace the mormon faith without it. It is an essential 
ingredient in the character of a mormon that he have a shooting instru- 
ment. Such a possession aids his faith amazingly. 

Moreover, he cannot have religion without knowing how to uses gun. — 
The burning of powder in fire arms, and the propelling of such missiles 
as lead, &c., towards objects animate and inanimate, constitutes a part 
of the mormon religion. 

_ The following statement, made by 8 mormon to a California migrant 

a few months since, illustrates the disposition which mormon often 

| towards them. 
_ .A mormon by the name of West, an Englishman, stood guided at the 
_Jerdan bridge.at night-te watch for emigrants. “Immediately after he 
stood sentry he said to another mormon that he wished in his heart that 
an emigrant had come along while he wason guard, that he might 
have said to him in an insulting and provoking manner, “ who comes. 
. there ®” and if he had appeared the least saucy he would have blown 
him through. The other mormon replied that oe was a good mormon, 
that this is the true mormon principle. 

It is the true mormon principle to insult the emigrants, and, if they 
return the compliment, to shoot them down. It is the true mormon 
principle to kill the emigrants at pleasure, without trial, judge or jury, 

whenever their caprice or revenge prompt them to doo. They treach- 

_erously come upon them unawares, like an Indian, kill 
them. 
a Willard Snow, a justice of the peace in and for Salt Lake city, whilst 
trying some persons last winter who were arraigned before him for cer- 
to them onthe trial, “If I bad my Ways L.would ent 
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damned throats!” Mr. Grant, the same 
o¢casion said to the same individuals, “If T had my way, I 
you in the Jordan river.” said there was 
ene present who was able to doit.” 


_ Pretty language this, for a justice of the peace to" use to those whe 
are arraigned before him for trial according to the principles of justice 
and equity, who is bound by his oath of office to administér intpartial 
justice to all without respect of persons, and who is also bound not only 
to keep the peace himself, but to preserve it in others. ‘He not-only 
lowered the dignity of his office, but was also guilty of profanity” " 

The mormon church adopts the principle of privately” dispatching 
obnoxious persons among the Gentiles. It is an article of their 
to put their enemies out of the way whenever they have opportunity te 
do'so, These murderous and revengeful sentiments pervade the mor- 
mon community, and are often expressed by the ‘people. They were 
oftén advanced last winter in the hearing of the cailgesota.. The fyl- ~ 
lowing is an instance of this kind : 


_Mr, Abijab Bradley, a California emigrant, was of to 


if he was among the Missouri troops called out by Gov. Boggs. He re- . 


plied that he was. He was asked if he had‘killed any of the mormons. 
He said that he did not know as he had harmed any of them. He was 
here alone with the wholemormdn ¢hurch. They could investigatethe 
matter, and if they should find him guilty, they had the power to do. 
with him as they pleased. 


Mr. Stickney, anaged mormon, living near Brownville, told him that 
no mobocrat who had injured them could pags through that valley alive, 
unless he did it in the night. He said they. would have their heads cut 
off, and. they would be thrown among the willows.* He also said the 
mormens were murderers and could not be christians without. He 
quoted scripture to justify murder—‘ An eye for an eye, and a tooth for 
a tooth,” &c. Mr. Stickney turned toa brother mormon and asked him 
if it.was, not so. .He.replied that it. was, that all mobocrats Were in 
danger of losing their lives in passing through this valley. | 

Here is. an.ppem avowal that the mormons are murderers. And they 


ére murderers, not passion, or inclination merely, b mt from 
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ple... It, ie anessential point im their creed. They 
ewithout., They utterly reject tte gospel instruction on this point; which 

thoroughly convinced that it is@ principle of the mormun creed to put 
their’ enemies out of the way whenever they can get them into their 
‘power. ‘We bave no doubt that Mr. Stickwey stated truths which be- 
long ‘to the mormon system. The-acknowledgments often made by 
other mormons confirmfthe statements of Mr. Stickney. Information 
received from other sources by time there 
also confirms them. 

If the mormons are murderers from principle, and chris- 
tians without being murderers, accérding to their notionswf things, 
then they religiously murder their enemies, and other persons for whom. 
‘from any cause, they happen to cherish a strong dislike. They are im< 
peled to do this’ by the principles of their religion, and are sustained 
and upheld by those principles. ‘Consequently, they feel that they are 
merely discharging their duty whilst engaged in such practices. Of 
souree they feel no compunetions of conscience. A péoplo governed by 
wach principlesare a dangerous people. It is high time that the truth 
im relation to their principles and praétices was known abroad. 2 
' Tw order to carry out their system and accomplieh their designs. the 
mormons ‘have’a class of persons among them set apart for a specific 
purpose and entrusted with a special duty. They are @ kind of minuit-— 
amen appointed to execute any orders which the leaders see fit to give, 

no matter what those orders are. ‘hey are a life-guard to protect the 
onl a police to pursue and privately dispatch all persons 
noxious the mormon church. Upon these errands 
sent ; these varied daties they often perform. 

This clues of persons was first orginined int Missouri bout the year 
1836, ander the command of “Captain Fear Not,” alias David Patten. 
The number of which that company consisted is not precisely known, 
but is understood to have been nearly seventy, and to have remained 
aboat the same ever sinve. This class of persons the mormons now 
have én Salt Lake valley in active and efficient service: 

The most daring, adventurous, resolute, and. hardened characters, 
are generally selected for this purpose. Theyare usually called ‘ Dan- 
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jtes.”’ By this:neme they are known thronghouk the mormon siommn- 
nity. Whonever they are called, upon by the heads of the chureh to 
perpetrate some horrible act, such as taking the life of a fellow mam by 
drowning, strangling, shooting, or beheading, they are encouraged and 
comforted in, the outrageous eet by the leaders, who tell them to go for- 
ward.and obey the mandates they. reegive witheut inquiring whether 
their acts will be right or wrong; saying aleo to them, that the respon- 
sibility rests upon those whe give the suthoritive commands, and not 
wpon the Danites whe execute those commands. The leaders advocate 
the doctrine that these Danites in such transactions have. no. more ac- 
¢ountability than mere machines ; that the leaders, being inspired and 
<onstently ander divine influence, are infallibly secured against error. in 
principle, or obliquity in practice, and can igsue 
accordance with the will of God. 

vion and murder, provided they are sent by the heads of the church, Jt 
matters not whether their victims are guilty or innocent ; whether-they 
have, or bave not, had a trial by legal process. These are matters of 
minor consideration. @, most important thing with them ia, have 
they been commanded to this, or that, or the other thing. ~TE..s0, it 
must be promptly obeyed at all hazards. Saysan emigrant, ‘J have 
eften heard them say that they were bound to do whatever their lead- 
ers told them todo. If they should be told to kill any of the members 
of their own families, they would immediately execute the, mandate of 
the teader let the consequences be what they might.” 

would be done, not by the requirement of civil law, in, exeouting 
ite, ponalties, but in obedience to the command of a single, individual, © 
without regard to the right or:'the wrong of the transaction.. What a 
sacrifice of reason, manly independence, and personal responsibility ! 
Strange, that any person with the natural endowments of mem, cap 
eondescend to such servile bondage. ... 

These Danites are sent not only into all.parta of Utah 
perpetrate their foul and fiendish purposes, but also to California and 
elsewhere. A large proportion of them are known to the Galifornip 
emigranta,* and their heing to, mentee point- 


* Among the Dunités be mentioned PorteaRick We), who spént 
the last season iin California ander the assutied ni and 


kept» tavern o& the road bétween Sacrametite about 
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ed to-them: bythe mormon leaders as obnoxious “to the- mormon 
church, the emigrants do not feel very well inclined towards them, and 
might; if they should ‘make their appearance among them, 8o far disre- 

_ gard the sapremacy of the law as to pay them off in their'own coin. It 
certainly would not'be safe for such characters oh nm the tempta- 
tion, ormake the fearful experiment. 

The’ ‘following facts illustrate this part of the edbiet A mormon 
acknowledged to Mr. N. K. Hammond, a California emigrant, that in. 
the fall of 1849, the mormons killed an emigrant on the flat west of the 
city and ‘near the Jordan bridge, by tieing one end of a long rope around 
his neck, and fastening the other end to the pomel of a'saddle upon a 
horse; and riding him rapidly so as to throw him down ‘and drag him 
upon the ground mntil he was dead. They then threw him into the 
Jordan river, notte float down stream into Salt Lake, but with weights 
fastenéd to him to sink him tothe bottom, where hé could not be geen 
among’the: mormons. 

wife of an emigrant, came inte Salt Lake valley season, 
was visiting in the city a few months ago, atone of her sister’s who was 
a mormon. In the course of the conversation she made the remark that 
some of the mobocrats (calling California emigrants in general by that — 
approbrions epithet) would never get back to the states. Nome of these 
California emigrants, having left Salt Lake for California, were pursued 
by a company of mormons on foot. In four or five weeks this company 
returned with a large number of horses, several carriages, and conside- 
rable property.. The mormon woman advanced the idea that this mor- 
mon Company had put these a: out of the way and had taken 


their property. 
Tn the er of 1849 an emigrant passed Psaat Salt Lake ibe 
supposed, by the mormons, to have been in the Illinois mob which killed 
Joseph Smith. He was pursued by three mormons, Mr. Scott, the sher- 
iff, Porter Rockwell, the Danite already mentioned, and one other man. 
The emigrant saw his pursuers coming after him, aud ran his horse, 
being faware of their intention. Discovering that he was likely to be 
overtaken, he turned off from the road to get among willow bushes. 


thirty miles distant from the place, ) Gyraa 
ficld, Thomgs Williams, George Grant, James Cragan, M. Joues, 
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cut off his head. Dek 

This oceured aboud six sorth of thevity, and near the: road 
running nearest Salt Lake, and commonly dalled the lower roed.| ‘The 
plece has beet seen by many of theemigranits. Several mormons made 
mention of this fact to emigrants during our sojourn among them. 
The transaction shows the summary 
ly dispatch persons without trial, judge, or jury. 

In the year 1838, in the time of the mormon 
boy, some fifteen or sixteen years of age, was taken prisoner by the mor- 
mons and conveyed to Far-West. After detaining him in custody s few. 
hours, Captain Fear Not, commander of the ‘Danites, piloted him ont a 
short distance and directed him to take a certain by-path, telling him 
that if he should -take the main road he might 
with whom he should meet on the way. | 

The young man, regarding Captain Fear Not as giving friendly ad- 
vice, endeavored to follow his directions. The way was devious: and 
somewhat blind. He pursued it as well as he-eould,-escaping, as he 
supposed, from all dangers. He had not pursued his journey very far 
before he discovered a man stationed: forthe purpose of shooting him 
down. Fortunately, at this point he had deviated somewhat from the 
path he was told to pursue. His-course was about one hundred yards 
from {the sentinel. When he had arrived opposite to him;. the.sentine! 
drew up his gun to-shoot him, the young'man starting to rum in a zig 
zag manner to avoid the shot. The ball, however, took effect, breaking 
his thigh. -He instantly fell to the gromnd.: The: sentinel, supposing 
he had killed him, immediately left the place without going, to examine 
his victim. The young man was able to crawl along the ground, 
but it was’ two or thread days: before! he was men ani taken hame, 
or got food’ to eat.© A! 

Réport says, that sentinel wren P, Pratt): the 
mon apostles, and the author of the.“Voice of Warning.” . A few 
weeks ago this gentleman was at San Francisco, attending to mormon 
interests in California. ‘This fact was y a gentleman.of ; can- 
dor and wndoubted. veracity; who was fermerly® mormom) 

_ The praetice which prevails among the'mormon people of privately 
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‘volting and barbarous. That they should way-lay and fall ppon them 
unawares, end kill them from caprice, or revenge, without a fair and 
to any civilised people, end. auch more 
to a people professing to be christian. 

Rrigham Young, and many of the mormons, are in the frequent habit 
of using threatning language towards the emigrants. They often talk 
of cutting off people's heads, cutting their throats, and the like. The 
following is an instance of this kind: Willard Snow, while sitting as 
a justiee of the peace last winter in the trial of Mr. John Galvin for 
striking &@ mormon, said (we use his own language) te him, “If you 
ever lay your hands on another saint I will have your head cut off befure 
you leave the city. I thank God that the time is not far distant, and | 
shall rejoice when it comes, that I shall bave the authority to pass sen- 
tence of life and death upon the Gentiles, and I will have their heads 
snatched off like chickens in the door yard.” We understand that Mr. 
S. has been appointed one of the aeemiate. Sena of the U. §. District 
Court for Utan territery ' 

This suit cost Mr. Galvin over $100. The fine was $50, and the costs 
more than 850. 

Freedom of apecch i is greatly abridged in Salt Lake valley. Neither 
morinons nor emigrants enjoy that freedom of speech, which is chprac- 
teristic of the American people, and guaranteed by the constitution of 
the United States. ' 

Dr. Parker, one of the California emigrants, last winter had free, 
frank, and candid conversations with a certain mormon respecting muor- 
imonism, discussipg the merits and demerits of some of its principles. 
lie was -advised not to talk thus freely with other mormons, because, 
said he, your life would be in danger. 

This shows two things: Ist. That the gag ‘Jew i is enforced in Salt 
Lake valley. 2d. That it is the general impression and belief among 
tho mormon’ people themselves, that if a Gentile uses his freedom in the 
use of spéech, his is endangered. 

Vreedom of inquiry and manly independence are not tolerated in Salt 
fake valley, “The an. members have no more liberty of thought 
amd action than child Brigham Young does what little thinking is 


dene for the whole, If a mormon member manifests_a disposition to 
think for bimeelf, if he is naturally inclined to freedom of enquiry and 
originality of thought, he is immediate]y sent off on a foreign mission, 
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where his unmanagibleness will be less apparent, and ite infuence on 
smormonism less deleterious. Orson Pratt, now in England, is eaid to 
have.been sent abroad for this reason. There is nothing like the char- 
acter of American freemen among the mormon members. These of 
them (more than half their number) who are from the states, have lost 
mons. 


Whilst the mormon axe would 
not naturally be expected that the emigrants would be allowed much 
- freedom of speech, if in the power of mormons to prevent it. But Uni- 

ted States citizens, who have been accustomed ail their lives to think 

for themselves, and speak and write what they think upon all subjects, 
are ill at ‘ease when watched, threatened, and curtailed in the enjoy- 
ment of these privileges, as emigrants usually are in Salt Lake valley. 
‘The mormon authorities, for two successive years, have imposed a tax 
of two per cent. upon the property of emigrants who winter among 
them. This tax is assessed and collected by the same person, and at 
the same time. The tax frequently is not assessed or collected, until 
the emigrants start upon their journey, and if they are found without 
sufficient money to pay their taxes, and are unable to borrow it of their 
fellow emigrants, a portion, or all of their teams, is immediately taken — 
from them, and sold at auction to pay the demand. In some instances 
emigrants have been pursued eighty miles for the collection of taxes. 
Often the emigrants are distressed to raise the money to pay them. Not 
unfrequently, they have to sell their little valuables which they brought 
from the states, in order to pay the mormon tax. 


If the emigrants always knew beferehand that they would be requir- 
ed to pay such tax, they could better prepare themselves to meet the 
demand, but they are often taken entirely unawares. The property is 
often estimated ebove its real value, higher than the same property cost, 
and higher than the amount for which it could be sold. 

Whilst the emigrants are thus taxed, thay are not allowed the Hahs 
of suffrage, or the privileges of citizens. In respect to privileges they 
' wre treated as travelers or transient persons, but in respecs to burdens 

“ they are treated more like settlers. The mormon, in this matter, adopt 
the principle of taxation without representation. This ip enti-republi- | 
can. 


| 

| 
ii 


(82) 
that the lesding|mormons adopt the iniquitous course which 
parsue. towards others, not only from.inclination,; but also from 
poliey, for the express purpose of provokiny persecution, knowing it is 
‘inypodsible to unite and keep their people together in any other way. 
‘Phe principles of their religion, without'the aid of such an external 

catise a8'persecution, are not sufficient to unite the different party fac- 
tions frequently springing up.among them, and especially to prevent 
dooAny thing which. will ocoupy the attention of the mormon people her 
thie time being, unite themin.one common cguse, and prevent them 
from dwelling, in their thoughts, upon forsaking the standard of the 
church, is resorted to from policy. 
» 1¢-hag often been a wonder to many that the mormons could be so 
reckless; wanton, triekish, dishonest and barbarous, from mere inclina- 
tion, and pretend. to be so sanctimenious at the same time. This un- 
“principled. conduct has appeared the more astonishing, because the 
most of the mormons have been brought up in the midst of civilization. 
, With an acquaintance heretofore with the principles.of morality, justice, 
cand religion. How they could, under such circumstances, sell them- 
_ sel ¥os to such abominable iniquities, has appeared most ‘astounding. 
But, when it is understood. that in addition to the unwestrained force of 
“natural inclination, schemey policy is superadded, to induce them to 
* trespass upon the rights.of their fellow men, so as not only to get un- 
‘Tawf ul gains, but also to irritate, exasperate, and provoke their heigh- 
“bors to_ persecution, we are notso. much surprised: that the mormon 
. people behave more like a banditti of robbers than like a band of chris- 
tians. It is shrewd but unworthy policy. This principle accounts for 
their conduct in Ohio, Missouri, IMlinois, and now'at Salt Lake: and it 
“will explain their conduct Hereafter wherever they go and wherevér 
“they stgy collectively as people. The only hope of their abandoning 
practices, is in their ubanddning mormonism, and again comming- 
ling with good and wholesome ‘society ae the reememien of ae, moral- 
aid the christian’religion. 
“TWeimormons frequently express treasorable nd: ‘commit 
agaitist “the government of the United'States. They 
‘often vow their aversion to any connection with the United States, ‘and 
preference for an Independent governnrent. -They seltiom speak 


of the United States government except in’ térms of reproach. Their 


_ 


language and attitude are very annoying to patriotic citizens who hap- 


pen to be in Salt Lake valley. This language is confined to no partic- 
ular class. It pervades the whole mormon community, from their 
leaders down to the private members. The followin . instances will 
illustrate the subject : 

In 1849 the United States flag was raised on the 4th of July by some 
California emigrants, in a neighborhood about fifteen miles north of the 
city, but was hauled down again the same day by order of the mor- 
mons. In 1850, about one hundred and sixty emigrants raised the U. 
States flag again in the same neighborhood, determined, at all hazards, 
to maintain it. Some mormons said it must come down ; but there being 

‘about 3000 emigrants in the valley at the time, reafly, if necessary, to 
defend it with their lives,the mormons deemed it prudent to allow the 
flag to, stand. Inthe city, also, in 1850; the United States flag was 
raised on a cottonwood tree. Some mormons said it must come down. 
maormons did not persist inthe,demand. 
Brigham Young publicly declared last winter; in a discourse whic 
delivered on Sunday in the Bowery, that he was raising up a people 
who would, ere long, * carry fire and the sword to the very Capitol of the, 
United States’? He often proclaimed from the stand that the mormens. 
would ‘ meet any force sent_from the United States, and bid them God speed 
with musket and grape shot! 1n one of bis Sunday discourses, he ssid uz; 
was “the law and the order” tp the mormon people—that he was elect- 
ed governor for lite of the State of Deseret, and that no other one could. 
or shonld govern that people; that the laws of the Gentiles apd the 
laws of God could not go together, and that the United States.might 
send whom they pleased as governor; he said he knew the people welt 
enough to know that they would not submiit to any other goverrier: * 
_ These are Only a few of the tréasonablé sentiments and 
advaneed last She by Brigham, 
Young himself. He is in the habit of using such. lenguiige, 
especially in the bearing of *mormions, a8 is’ caleulated to 
from the United States and awaken thei hostility to the cae 
Most of the mormon people indulge in the,same practice. yTepeat 


(83) 


CHAPTER VII. : 

The most beastly and unblushing system of polygamy prevails in Salt 
Lake valley.* Men have from one to sixty or seventy wives, each. It - 
is true, that only a part, as yet, have more than one wife; but they are 
increasing the number as fast as women can be obtained. The nunm- 
ber of women already in the valley is computed to be more than wae" 
that of the men. 

Among the wives belonging to one man, are frequently found several’ 
sisters, and often a widow and several of her daughters. The following 
facts illustrate the system : 

Mr. Dana, a justice of the peace at Ogden, has two wives. Mr. Gra- 
ham, living at Brownsville, has three. Among them is a mother and 
her daughter. Capt. Brown, of Brownsville, Kas four wives. Among 
them isa mother and two daughters by the name of Abbott. Mr. 
Holmes, living about twenty two miles north of the city, has two wives. 
E. Richardson has three wives. Josiah Canfield has two sisters for 


* The first attem ttempt to introduce poly gam; among the mormons, was 
made at Kirtland, Ohio, by Joseph Smigh. pretended. to have receiv - 
ed 8 revelation, about the year ear 1837, authorizing it. He began, him- 


self, to practise ais but avas opposed bythe « church. His wife found the 
reveleliign pers destroyed it. This was the only writ- 


his pa 
ton This attempt to intreduce pol cqused a quarrel 
and bet ween Oliver Condon amanuensis jn 


writing the Book of Mormdn. 
¥ wat practised at Nauvoo, to considerable extent, before 


death, in 1844. 
delivered over to Joseph Smith all his wives except one. Not long after, 
Smith had a revelation that Young should be successor as head of 
the mormon church. 
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wives. Willard Snow has two wives. A Mr. Stewart has three wives, 
a mother and daughter being among them. Mr. Turpin, near the old 
fort, has three wives, among them a mother and her daughter. Mr. 
Scott, living some five miles south of the city, has three wives. Mr. 
Gardner. a little farther south, and the owner of a grist and saw mill, 


has four wives. 


The leaders generally have a greater number, varying from half a 
dozen to thirty wives each. They also have sisters, mothers, and 
daughters, among their wives. In some instances they have their own 
nieces for wives. Weare informed that Dr. Willard Richards, one of 
the twelve mormon apostles, lost one of his wives last winter who was 
his niece. It ig also said that he has: one of his own sisters for a wife. 
\ieber C. Kimball has more wives than any other one except Brigham 
Young, who says he does not know how many he has, but is generally 
reputed, in the mormon community, to have sixty or seventy. - 

‘The egses we have mentioned, bear a small proportion to the whole 
number existing in the valley. Polygamy is extensively practised, and 
strenuously advocated and encouraged. Various arguments are used 
by the leaders in favor of the praetice, such as the following : 1, It is 
scriptural. Many of the old testament saints and ancient patriarchs 
were permitted to have concubines. 2. The greater the number of the 
wives and children which a man has, the more glory will he have in the 
future world. The more numerous his family or tribe, the more hon- 
ored will he and they be in the world to come.* 

\ The mormons use every stratagem to increase the number of women 
in the valley. They are diligent to induce as many as possible to come 


* The mormons are divided into twel¥o tribes, headed by the twelve 
mormor apostles. Not being of. the same kindred, but of different na- 
tions, they have instituted a ceremony which | 
the purpose of uniting individuals to families, families to tribes, and 
the tribes to Joseph Smith, the head of the latter day saints. By this 
process relationship is established among them which unites 


one common brotherhood. 


The mormon members are sometimes told by the leaders that the 
belong to some one of are tah by the Indore tha, 
descendents. Do not the mormons know that commana with the 
peaple States and Europe, are the Japheth, 
ot of Shem 

The morméne also bold that heaven is to be on earth, and all the so-. 

en same a8 nOW 


. 
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there, and to retain them after their arrival. Efforts are sometimes 
nade to seduce emigrants’ wives, and prevent their accompanying their 
husbands to California or elsewhere. They do‘not hesitate to separate 


husband and wife, if they can retain the wife among them, and induce 
her to become the wifé of a mormon. Instances of Sunnaet, otetned 


during the past winter and spring. 

Ariong the children in the same family you will find brothers and 
sisters whe are at the same time cousins, uncles and nephews, aunts 
and nieces, &c. &c., having all sorts of kindred relations, and sustaining 
several of these relations at the same time. Such people ought certain- 
ly to be Very affectionate, sustaining so many close; endearing, and in- 
termingled relations. The families are wonderfully commingled in — 
their relationships. [ft would puzzle a Philadelphia lawyer to trace 
their genealogies. We understand itis the intention of some of the 
patriarchs, who have themost numerous progenies, not to allow any of _ 
their children to marry out of their own faniilies. Consequently, half 
brothers and half sisters will be required to marry each other! This i is 
said to be the intention of Brigham Young. 

A mormon told fan emigrant, in the summer of 1850, that Heber C. 
Kimball, one of the twelve mormon apostles, and one of Brigham 


- Young’s Counselors, had eighteen children so young that not one of 


them could walk alone. Probably the oldest were not over two years of 
age. Brigham Young remarked to a mormon woman, in the spring of 
1850, that he had fourteen boys under séven years of age. A mormon 
woman told an émigrant’ last winter, that Brightm Young last year 
had ‘nine children, five by his own wives, and four by the wives of Joseph 
Nmith,. who.are living with him.* It is alsostated on good authority, 
that he bad nine children born in @ single day, last March. . 
 Thissystem of polygamy makes many of the females very unhappy— 
makes ‘them wretched in the extreme. The jealousies, heart-burnings, 
distrusts, strifes, contentions, and quarrelings, which exist among them, 
uré notorious throughout the valley. The secret miseries many of. 


them endure are untold. Sometimes they are shamefully neglected by 


theit husbands. ‘Especially is this the case with first wives, after other 
wives, Wives, younger nd more beautiful aro taken into the honsehold. Those 


ghject of this abominable and scandalous a ment, 
inerease the tribe of Joseph, so that it may not be less bdo 
e heavenly state thax the other tribes, for tack of PS: 
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wives who can make themselves most attractive and agreeable to their 
common husband, usually receive the greatest share of his attentions. 
He cares so littl: about them, and feels so little respect for them, that 
they are obliged to resort to various stratagems, to secure any share of 
that esteem to. which wives are entitled from their husbands. | 
In short, the mormon women are degraded and'subjected by the sys- 

tem to a state of mental and physical slavery more abject and perfect 
than attaches to the inmates of a Turkish harem. | 


The uncomfortable, and even painful, situation of many of the emi- 
grants in Salt Lake valley during the latter part of the winter and 
spring, is graphically set forth in the following communication which 
appeared in the Sacramento Union of June 28, 1851. It was written by 
a gentleman who wintered at Salt Lake, and came to California the 
past spring in company with the rest of the emigrants : 


Tue Mormons :—Messrs. Editors,—It seems that these people, in the 
fancied security of their mountain stronghold, or from some other cause, 
are beginning to gire a pretty loose rein to their inclinations, and seem 
disposed to carry out publicly that line of conduct which they have 
heretofore been able to practise only by stealth and in secret, and which 
has caused their expulsion from eyery place where they have ever tried 
to get a fodthold. | > 

hen the emigrants came through their place last summer, they 
seemed to deal fairly by them, and in some instances, even showed 
kindness to persons in distress ; and as the season advanced, they held 
out every encouragement to emigrants to remain amongst them during 
the winter, By this means, some six or eight hundred were induced to. 
winter there ; but no sooner had cold weather, set in, and cut off every 
ayenue of escape, than they began to show the cleven foot. Early ix 
the winter, the mormons were counséled to sell provisions to the “‘ Gen- 
tiles,” (as all dissenters are, called,) only at the most exorbitant prices ; 
and as the winter advanced, they manager to get in debt to,the emi- 
grants, and then utterly refused to pay them; and those who ventured 
to sue them in their own courts, invariably came off losers. The emi- 
ern complained of this treatment, and the mormons bore down the 

, The liberty of speech was abridged-—respectable men were arrested 
and muleted in heavy fines, for expressing opipions ond making remarks 
whieh were deemed disrespectful to the.charch. » Private letters werv. 
intercepted and opened, and. those who hadsgpoken unfayorably of th. 
morals of the community, were boldly threafeged with assassination. 
Soop the part..of mormons, of thie fee}. 
‘ings of the emigrants. y mee } te consult upon their situa- 
tion, and to decide upon the best mode of redress. This, in. turn, in- 
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eonsed the “ Saints” more than ever. They publicly discussed the pro- 
priety of driving the “‘Gentiles” from the valley. ‘The emigrants claim- 
od the rights of American citizens, on American soi). Brigham Young 
declared that “God had made Arm Governor, and that while he lived, 

he should govern.”. That he was “the law and the order,” and that “ if 
any man etuck himself up above him, he would bring him down*—by the 
eternal Gods.” That he “ was not afraid of Mr. Justice, nor Uncle ; 
nor all Hell ;’ and that ‘‘if he heard another Gentile curse or abuse the 
Saints, he would cut his d——d throat P’ 

The sale of ammunition te the emigrants was prohibited, and acom-—— - 
plete system of espionage and wage ye was kept up ; and every re- 
mark, and every move, however slight, was instantly reported at head- 

uarters. 
’ All persons who had participated in the Missouri or [Hinois difficul- 
ties, whether under orders from the Governor or otherwise, were order- 
vd toleave the valley forthwith, on pain of death. " 

Judge Mc@abe, of Michigan, was fired at in the streets,and only - 
saved his life by secreting himself at a distance from the city. 

Dr. Vaughn, of Desmoines, Iowa, was murdered with impunity by a 
inan in high standing in the church. 

Several families, intimidated by these things, packed up their effects 

_ and moved out of the settlements, and eamped on Box Elder Creck, sixty 
tive miles north of the city; but even here they were not allowed to 
remain in peace. The avarice of these people was not yet satisfied. <A. 
company of militia was called out and marched up to the encampment. 
and a heavy tax or contribution was levied upon what property they 

» had remsining. This tax was assessed and collected at the same time, 

, aud without previous notice; and if not paid instantly, the property 
was attached, costs and mileage were sharged for every man of the 
. troops, and the property was confiscated. 

In this way, several men were robbed of their teams, and but for the 
generous aid of their more fortunate neighbors, they would have been 
utterly unable to get away. ae | 

Rut, with the exception of those‘who lost their lives, probably no one 
suffered more at the lise of those than Mr. G. L. Turner, who 
has just opened Robs’ Exchange on‘J street. It seems that this gentle- 
nan, ———s to inducements held out by the mormons, embarked in 
business jn the valley, and contracted with Brigham Young to furnish 
timber and other materials for the public works, to the amount of some 
twenty thousand dollars, which materials were to be furnished prior te 

. the first day of May, 1851; until which time he (Mr. Turner) waa to 
have exclusive control of a certain cafion, in consideration of opening 
roads, &o. Young forthepepgreed to pay for this timber as it was de- 
livered, or at least as soothetter as the arrears should amount to a hun- 
dred dollars. To this contract. Brigham "Young, in behelf of the church, 
bound himself by a written obligation. r. Turner then went te 
werk, and reside at an expense of over five bundred dollars 
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purchased teams, hired hands, and prosécuted the work to the amount 
of nearly $3000, when his cash receipts gmounted te less than $500 .. 
and the mormons having suspended payments to all the emigrants, he 
deemied it advisable to discontinue operations until the arrears were 
settled. But no sooner did these “Saints” see that there was a proba- 
bility of their getting no more out of him in that way, than they sant 
out an armed posse, who seized his teams, and in fact every thing they 
could lay their hands on, and without giving him a hearing, or even « 
notice, they confiscated it all, claiming a violation of the contract by 
Mr. Turner; and this, when it was notorious that they were déoply ix 
his debt, and that the mormons had been ordered to psy out no more 
money to emigrants. Mr. Turner remonstrated and protested, and 
threatened them with a suit for the recovery of this money, and the 
result was, he was obliged to make his escape the best way he could, 
and conceal himself in the mountains to save his life. The emigrants 
ef course sympathised with him ; and the excitement became intense. 
Armed parties were despatched in every direction, with orders to: kil) 
him wherever he was found. Persons who were suspected of knowing 
his place of concealment, were arrested and placed in chains, and their 
property afterwards confiscated to pay the expenses of their imprispn- 
ment. But ail this proving of no avail, and not satisfied with all bis 
labor, and all the capitel he had invested, they seised his househoki 
furniture, his clothing, and finally followed Mrs. Turner, who had beer 
confined to her room all winter, by sickness, and robbed herof her 
common wearing apparel—even her night clothes, her bonnet and veil ; 
refusing to leave her even a cloak or & change of dress. 


When the emigrants had reached Carson Valley last spring, on the 


east side of the Nevada mountains, and comfered with each other in re- — 


lation te the state of things at Salt Lake, they felt constrained to make 
the declaration of their views and feelings contained in the following 
resolutions. Those who signed them were from.no particular state, or 
section of the United States. They were from, at least, one half the 
states of the Union, and from various places in those states. Many of 


them were persons of standing and influence in the places from which — 
theycame. They had very little interoourse with each other whilst at 
Salt Lake, most of them being entire strangers to each other until after — 


they left the mormon settlements. But they generally had about the 
same experience whilst there, and expressed about tho same opinions 
respecting matters among the mormons. cries 
Out of the 450 emigrants who came from Salt Lake to California the 
past spring, 325 were men, the rest were women ana children: Over 


200 of these signed the resolutions. The miost of the ethers would ux- 
deubtedly have dowe the same, had the resolutions been presented te ° 


? 
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them for signatures. But they had become ag scattered that they could 
not be seen without great inconvenience, and therefore had no opportu- 
nity to sign them. Nineteen outof every twenty of those to whom they 
were presented, signed them unhesitatingly, as dca of. their gen- 
tunents upon the topics mentioned in them. 2 

After the resolutions were drawn up, and more than: 100-sigoatuves 
obtained, it was judged necessary, and a matter of duty, as United States 


citizens, to draw up and sign a Memorial to Congress, setting forth, in 


_a candid and trathful manner, our grievances at Salt lake. This will 
account fer some repetitions in the two doeuments. By the time the - 
Memorial was drawn up, the emjgrants had become still more scattered. 
Yet over one hundred of those who signed thg resolutions were pregent- 

ed with the memoriel, which they also signed with equal readiness. 


Could those papers be presented to the 825 men who came from Salt — 


Lake to California the past spring, it is confidently believed 300 of them 
would cheerfully sign them. Those who feel any hesitancy in doing so, 
are generally such as either have friends there, or unfinished enki Rist to 
transact with the mormons. These are as follows: 


We, the citizens of the United States, ‘on’ our journey to 
California, having been obliged, by different circumstances, to tarry 
in Salt Lake valley through the past winter, feol constrained by a 
sense of duty to ourselves, and our country, to make this public dec- 
laration of our views and opinions in the following resolutions : 
Itesolved, 1. That labor, in Salt Lake valley, does not bear a jpst pro- 

portion to either merchandise or produce, and is therefore oppressive to 

California emigrants who, in staying there only for the winter, are 

generally compeled to labor fur hire on account of the shortness of their 

stay, instead of embarking in enterprises of theirown., 

Resolved, 2, That many of the emigrants were further oppressed du- 
ving the past winter, in their sojourn there, by not being paid even the 
x value of their labor in either cash or its equivalent, money be- 

g¢ withheld from the emigrants by counsel of the leaders, erroenily in 
iy latter part of the winter and spring. - 

, Resolved, 3. Thatthe California emigrants haye not fair chance to 
obtain justice by legal process when their opponent isa mormon, Tri- 
als,,in, such cases, aro.often nothing but a mere farce, and. justice 


we. 
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Resolved 4 That Hibérty of speech is greatly abridged “in Lake 
valley, by being frowned by public sentiment; ata by Various 
efforts to produce intimidation. The freedom belonging to citizens 
of the United States is not there The gag-lew of arbitrary, 
times privately dispatehed and. put out of the way; without trishjudge _ 
or jury, if they happen to be obnoxious to the:mormon charoh, is ab- 
horrent to humanity, reereant of justice, and unwortby of a civilised 
. and christian people. 

‘ Danites,” appointed for the express purpose of pursuing obnexious — 
individuals, not only throughout their owm dominions, but, ¢o,other 
countries, in order to privately -dispateh them, is murderous, aad in 
imitation of the savage his victim to 

Resolved, 7. Thet.we detest and. nbbor the system of polygamy prac- 
tised in Salt Lake valley, especially by the leading mormons, haying . 
from two to thirty wives each, often several.ef. them sisters, and often 
a mother and her own daughter’being among the number, .as: being 
beastly, unnatural, illegal, subversive of 

Resolved, 8. That the treasonable soatimeatia which the: mormon peo- 
ple generally entertain and frequently express, against the gevernmest 
of the United States, are 
governmental rebuke... 

so unfortunate as to be detained. in Salt Lake yalley through the winter. 
without recognizing them as; citizens of .Utah territory, orallowing — 
them the privilege ot voting, is arbitrary, iNegal, end. unjust’; especially 
when said taxis. as two per cent. upon. 

Resolved, 10. That as individuals, arc 
social, neighborly and obliging, the-policy of mormonism as\a-eystem. 
_is oppressive, anjust; and. unwerthy of confidente.. 
Resolved, 10. That impelitie for United States citizens, im making 
theirijourney from the states to California, to go through Salt, Lake 
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(92) 
valley, on account of increased distance, or to 
_ .eupplies, or making exchanges of property there, on acgount of extor- 
tionary prices, unless compeled by stern necessity so aia 


To the’ Honorable, the Congress the ‘States : 


Whereas there are frequent in which 


“im passing from the states to California by way of Salt Lake, are, by the 


mormons, without trial, judge, or juty, privately dispatched and put | 


_ -eut’of the way by shooting, strangling, beheading; drowning, &c., if 
they are supposed to have either taken any part against them hereto- 
fore, or to be unfriendly to them at the present time, and likely hereaf- 
ter to say or do any thing against them— 

And whereas if any of their own menibers become diseatished with 
‘nortionism, and undertake to leave them, they are pursued, hunted 
down, and killed in various cruel and barbarous ways— 

And whereas ‘the mormon authorities have, for two suceessive years, 


‘levied the enormous tax of two per cent. upon the property of Califor- 


nia emigrants who have been so unfortunate as to be thrown into the 
mormon community to spend the winter, though not recogized as eiti- 
nor allowed the right of suffrage, at the same time rating 
their property above its real value— 


And whereas it is nearly impossible for emigrants to obtain justice by 


legal process in the mormon courts, when their opponent is a mormon, 
it being studiously the mormon policy to show favor to their brethren, 
made by the more 
candid among them— 

down to the private members of the church, are in the frequent habit 
of openly and boldly expressing treasonable ee the 
government of the United State— = 

And whereas there viding that the letters of emi- 
grants, deposited ia the post office at Salt Lake, to be sent in the Uni- 
ted States mail'to their friends in the states, are generally opened and 
before the mail leaves, and many of them 

_ the past winter in Salt take valley, and being personally acquainted 
with'the facts whereof we affirm, respectfully remonstrate against such 
proceedings on the part of the mormons, and ask Congress to take cog- 


é 


bugs mizance of the same, 


Alex. Baily, 


City, for 
Transcript.” 


~ are given above. 
ahe reason why it is 80. 


ed by a strong garrison. — 


JH. Krause, Geo. W. Shaver, 
‘Bryant, W..Edmundson, 
J. W. Rickman, 
Wm. H. Wilder, 
L. Bartholomew, 
Lewis Nulumer, 
Dr. 
Gustavus File, 
Tho’s. B. Hawley, 
James Madden, 


iMiam Mcint 
William 
Chester G. Stamps, 
Ben}. Coralles, 
J. E. Gilbert, 
Thomas Higgins, 


William Walker, 
8. K. Robison, . 


we happened to have a ¢ 
This wi 


(98) 
and protect United 
inalienable rights of 


A. Hendrickson, Sr. 


of the papers and 


life, liberty, and freedom of 
Constitution of the United States. 4 


Congress to abolish the present 
establish a military government in | 


C. W. Johnson, 


EA. Tenel, 
John O. Smith, . 


William Calahan, James Mason, 


George Williams, I. T. Abbott, 
Peter Stutson Ralph, 
E. Fielding, Wm. Gerbore, 
Thomas Carter, J. S. Bennett, 
S. Hammond, James Mathews, 
B. M. Mathews, John M. Gimsey, 
Wm. Raglin, J. A. Gimeey, 
E. M. Hooper, Isracl Pattison, 
Johu Emet, G. W. Elderkin,; 
Nelson Siater, John H. Work, 
Ira Hopkins, Bachanan, 
Peter Yessens, Joseph Brown, 
Quincey Pasko, ©. B. Hu ord, 
R. H. Robison, William Carter, 
‘William Norie,  E. Holverson, 
H. Rickenburg, F. Thornbrock, 
William Doyle, Jonathan Janney, 
J. P. Brace, J. Fiske, 
Asa C, Call, John. Freeman, | 
John Hendrickson, R. W. Savage, 
James MeCormick, John © 
Charles 1. Bliss, Patrick Smith, 
John Hendrickson, 


peared. By mere accident 
so many of the names as 
whose names are 


4 citizens, and secure te 
them their lawful an 
speech, guaranteed to them by the 
. Abdfurther, we respectfully peti 
rial government of Utah, and 
its oust ain 
Célifornis, June, 1851. 7 
Saminel Love, Thomas I. Bradly, Henry Burgin, q 
Rider, H. A. Judson, 
RLF. Carter, B. W. Beynolds, 
J Harrington, Ja’s. L. Reynolds, 
=* ner, A.D. Riddleeom, 
John C. Lee, 
LeoDolan, 
A. Dolan, 
H, Hargis, 
Janney, 
ead, 
E. Purdy, 
J. S, Ha a, R. B. W oodard, 
A. Bradley, Dinwiddie, Jesse Rickman, | Alexander Baily, 
em, J. Johnson, Peter Hartman, . Joseph Adams.* | 
4Only about half the names subgeribed to these papers are here 18- 
Tp serted. The original papers, with all the signatures attached, were | 
(me entrusted, in the month of June, to a gentleman residing in Sacramen- 
the purpose of getting them poli Fimes and 
For some they never 
4 explain, to 


“Cone 


<The candid Sxpression of the 
* dertained by the emigrants génerally. © These views are strongly e 4 
ged, but without the least intentional exaigeration. We firmly belie 
facts and the truth demand such a representation. “Wo wish the gub- 
Jeet candidly and thoroughly in véstigated.” Ifitedn in truth be shdwn 
“that the'pfinciples, the policy, and the practices of the mormon péop ‘ 
 ~wéeshould be glad of it. But we believe ‘we have given a fair repre 
sentation of the legitimate Fruits of Mofmioniam, exhibited im Salt 
“Lake valley, 
_ "The emigrants are indignant at the treatment ‘os received from the an 
: mormons the ‘past winter and spring, and feel in duty bound to protest: 
against such conduct towards ‘United States citizens ‘while. ‘passin ¢ 
through Utah territory. That their situation should be made ungdm- 
. fartable, and almost intolerable, by abridging their rights of speech, Pe 
‘examining and destroying their letters deposited in the'V. S. mail 
sent to their friends in the” states; unlawfully taxing’ their’ | 
threatning their lives, Sc. &c., whilst the emigrant were peacqable. 
quiet, and Jaw-abidifig, was wanton and most iniquitous 6n the partof, “© 
the morfons. he: hospitality and 
We our “te te all United’ States citizens. 
to Congtess: We ask our government. to protect its citizens in, the 
exercise and enjoyment of théir just rights and privioges in ter. 
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